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BELUM DISUNTING
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[Tuan Pengerusi mempengerusikan Mesyuarat]
DOA
PEMASYHURAN DARIPADA TUAN SPEAKER

Tuan Speaker: Bismillahirahmanirahim. Ahli-ahli Yang Berhormat, I had received a motion from The
Honourable Member of Batu Lintang under Standing Order 15 which was sent to the Secretary of
the Dewan through email dated 12 th November 2019 at 7.24 p.m. I shall now ask the Honourable
Member to read out his Motion.
Motion Under Standing Order 15
YB Encik See Chee How: Thank you Tuan Speaker. If you please Tuan Speaker, I humbly pay for
leave to move the adjournment of the Dewan for the purpose of discussing a different matter of
urgent public importance. The motion read as follows:
“WHEREAS On 12th November 2019, in the forenoon, the Chief Registrar of the Federal Court of
Malaysia together with Senior members of the Judiciary had met with our Right Honourable Chief
Minister to obtain the consent of our Right Honourable Chief Minister for the impending relocation of
the Office of the Registrar of the High Court in Sabah and Sarawak from Kuching, Sarawak to Kota
Kinabalu, Sabah, effective this 15 th day of November 2019.
AND WHEREAS This Honourable Dewan had unanimously passed a motion on 30 th April 2019 that
the decision to relocate the Office of the Registrar of the High Court in Sabah and Sarawak from
Kuching to Kota Kinabalu was made in contradiction with Article 121(4) of the Federal Constitution,
put on record our strong displeasure and protest against the decision of its relocation, and called
upon the State Government to stand firm against its relocation.
THEREFORE, IT IS MOVED THAT THIS HOUSE HEREBY RESOLVES THAT this Honourable
Legislative Assembly reiterates and reaffirms its decision against the relocation the Office of the
Registrar of the High Court in Sabah and Sarawak from Kuching to Kota Kinabalu for the reasons
enumerated in the Motion passed by this august House on 30 th April 2019 to protect the sanctity of
the Federal Constitution and to safeguard the inviolable constitutional rights of Sarawak.”
Tuan Speaker: Ahli-ahli Yang Berhormat, the Honourable Member for Batu Lintang is seeking leave
to move the motion under Standing Order 15 which should be sent at least 24 hours before the
commencement of the sitting today which is at 9.00 a.m.. Under Standing Order 15(2), quote:
“A member who wishes so to ask leave to move the adjournment of the Dewan shall, at least twentyfour hours before the commencement of the sitting, hand to the Speaker a written notification to be
approved by the Speaker of the matter which he wishes to discuss. The Speaker shall refuse to allow
the claim unless he is satisfied that matter is definite, urgent and of public importance.”
The Motion touches the interest of Sarawak and it is a very good motion. Much as I would like
to have it debated, but because of the constrain that it requires 24 hours, so Honourable Member for
Batu Lintang, I regret that I have to disallow the Motion.
YB Chong Chieng Jen: Tuan Speaker. No doubt that the time that the Motion was handed in short
of the time provided under the Standing Order. However, Tuan Speaker under the Standing Order,
you do have the power to suspend certain provisions of the Standing Order, in order to facilitate
deliberation of more important matters.
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Tuan Speaker, what happen is that the event that happened was on the 12 th of November
2019 and there is no way in which the 24 hours requirement can be complied. No matter how fast or
responsive the Honourable Member for Batu Lintang would pursue this matter. However, due to its
importance and also due to the fact that this is a follow up on a Motion that has been passed in this
House, as such, I urge Tuan Speaker to suspend the requirement of 24 hours as provided under
Order 15 of the Standing Order and have this Motion debated in this House to reaffirm and reiterate
our stand to maintain the Registry of the High Court of Sabah and Sarawak in Kuching. Tuan
Speaker, the discretion lies in your hand. Thank you.
Tuan Speaker: Honourable Member of Batu Lintang. Its your Motion, do you have anything to say?
YB Encik See Chee How: Indeed Tuan Speaker. I believe the 24 hours requirement can be waived.
Let me read the Erskine May Parliamentary Practice 24 th Edition page 394 it stated waiver of the
requirement of notice. The House can waive the requirement of notice for a substantive Motion if the
Motion is moved under the sanction of the chair and with the concurrence of the House.
So the requirement can be made if there is a sanction from Tuan Speaker and also with the
agreement of Members who is sitting in this House. That is the requirement that can be exercised.
The power to waive the requirement for the Notice. Thank you Tuan Speaker.
Tuan Speaker: Thank you Honourable Member for Batu Lintang. This Motion is to reiterate and
affirmed a decision made by the Dewan on the 30 th April 2019. Under Standing Order 32 (3) quote,
“it should be out of order to attempt to reconsider any specific question upon which the Dewan has
come to a conclusion during the current session except upon a substantive Motion for rescission.”
There is no Motion for rescission. So, I regret. I have to disallow.
SAMBUNGAN PERBAHASAN ATAS BACAAN KALI YANG KEDUA
RANG UNDANG-UNDANG PERBEKALAN (2020), 2019 DAN USUL UNTUK MERUJUK
RESOLUSI ANGGARAN PEMBANGUNAN BAGI PERBELANJAAN 2020
Tuan Speaker: Dengan hormatnya saya menjemput Yang Berhormat Tan Sri Datuk Amar Dr
James Jemut Anak Masing, Timbalan Ketua Menteri, Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan
Pelabuhan dan Ahli Dewan Undangan Negeri N.64 Baleh untuk menyampaikan ucapan
penggulungan…(Interruption)…
YB Encik Gerald Rentap Jabu: Thank you Tuan Speaker. I stand on Standing Order 33(a) with
regards to Pending’s statement yesterday about being ambushed, being interrogated and
manipulated and blackmailed by our State Legal Counsels wife here. I think it not fair for her to go
say such thing. I think she also short of saying. I want her to say that she has a relationship with
the person, that she was with the Firm totally attached under the Firm and also I regret to say this,
but I think her mother, her late mother was a loyal employee of the Firm. So I think, what she’s
trying to do there, the best is playing to the gallery and regretfully failing to a price her relationship
with the family. I think she came in as a motherly figure knowing to talk to her not to bring because
she cannot defend herself in the Dewan. So I say that, she should, you know, acknowledged that
she has a relationship with the family and she came in. As a motherly figure and, I would say “enti
kami Iban tu tadi engka udah nupi sawa, sawa nyu nelan”. So it’s not fair to go and say that
statement without declaring her relationship to the family. Thank you.
Tuan Speaker: You are raising this under what Standing Order?
YB Encik Gerald Rentap Jabu: 33(a) Tuan Speaker.
Tuan Speaker: 33 is an interruption.
YB Encik Gerald Rentap Jabu: Yes.
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Tuan Speaker: When a Member is speaking, then you use 33(a) to interrupt. At the moment no
Member is speaking, so you can bring it up later.
YB Encik Gerald Rentap Jabu: I just, okay, thank you.
Tuan Speaker: Honourable Deputy Chief Minister and Honourable Member for Baleh.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan
Sri Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): You are lucky. Terima kasih, Tuan Speaker.
Jalan pesisir jalan penghubung,
Second trunk road Sarawak binakan,
Jalan sempadan jalan pelindung,
Tingkat ekonomi erat hubungan.
Ngaga kerja anang mamekang,
Pengidup rakyat mesti dikenang,
Calon bejanji amat senang,
Enda bula, enda menang!
With these pantuns, Tuan Speaker, I now delivered my winding up speech.
First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to convey my heartiest congratulations to the
following who were among those being conferred the State Awards in conjunction with the 83 rd
birthday celebration of our Tuan Yang Terutama Yang di-Pertua Negeri Sarawak on 12 th October
2019 held in Miri.
(a)

(b)

(c)

Yang Berhormat Datuk Amar Jaul Samion and Yang Berbahagia Datuk Amar Haji
Ahmad Tarmizi Bin Haji Sulaiman for being conferred Datuk Amar Bintang Kenyalang
(D.A) which carries the title ‘Datuk Amar’;
Yang Berhormat Dato Sri Prof. Dr Sim Kui Hian and Yang Berhormat Dato Sri Mohamad
Abu Bakar Bin Marzuki for being conferred Panglima Negara Bintang Sarawak
(P.N.B.S) which carries the title ‘Dato Sri’; and
Yang Berhormat Datuk Sharifah Hasidah Binti Sayeed Aman Ghazali, Yang Berhormat
Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahman Bin Ismail and Yang Berhormat Datuk Mussen Lamoh for
being conferred Panglima Gemilang Bintang Kenyalang (P.G.B.K) which carries the title
Datuk.
Federal Budget 2020

Tuan Speaker, during the recent tabling of Federal Budget for 2020, the Minister of Finance,
Malaysia has announced that Sarawak and Sabah will receive a significant portion of development
allocation amounting to RM4.4 billion (9%) and RM5.2 billion (11%) respectively, while Peninsular
Malaysia will receive RM46.4 billion which is (80%) out of the total development allocation of RM56
billion for 2020. For Sarawak, there is a meagre increase of RM100 million in comparison to the
2019 development budget allocation of RM4.3 billion.
Sarawak, Sabah and Peninsular Malaysia are equal partners as enshrined under the
Malaysia Agreement 1963 (MA63). However, the 2020 Federal Budget allocation does not reflect
the fair and equal wealth distribution between partners that formed Malaysia. The distribution of
development allocation of 2020 is not consistent with what is envisaged under the Shared
Prosperity Vision of 2030, that is, fair and equitable distribution across income groups, ethnicities,
regions and supply chains. If I may reiterate Development allocation for Sarawak is 9%, Sabah is
11% and Peninsular Malaysia is 80%.
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Tuan Speaker, this imbalance development fund given to the three regions which formed
Malaysia, throws a very different light to the concept of shared prosperity as conceptualized by the
Prime Minister of Malaysia. Perhaps this is what PH Government meant by Shared Prosperity
Vision of 2030 where almost equal development allocation is given on average to the State in
Peninsular Malaysia even though these States put in peanuts in terms of their contributions to the
Federal Government.
Therefore, I would like to urge the Federal Government to be fair or unbiased in the
distribution of its development allocation to Sarawak as the size of Sarawak is almost the same as
that of Peninsular Malaysia plus the fact that Sarawak is one of the nation’s major revenue
contributors via its oil and gas sector assets.
State Budget 2020
Tuan Speaker, the 2020 State Budget presented by our Right Honourable Chief Minister and
Minister for Finance Sarawak with the theme: Accelerating development for the well-being of all
Sarawakians was holistic aimed at focusing on the rural populace.
The 2020 State Budget continues to be a surplus budget with an estimated Total Revenue of
RM10.067 billion and Ordinary Expenditure of RM9.694 billion. It is of paramount importance that
Sarawak continues to have a surplus budget so to enable us to whether any economic upheaval in
the future.
Amongst the projects approved for the purpose of improving the infrastructure connectivity
are, I have to mention a fews:
(a)
(b)
(c)

Coastal Road Network and Second Trunk Road;
Road construction from Marudi to Mulu via Long Terawan, Miri; and
Upgrading of Pakan Road, Sarikei and many others.

I am very happy to note that Sarawak continues to have a Rakyat-centric development budget
where 63% or RM4.14 billion will be provided for the development in the rural areas. This effort by
the GPS Government is greatly welcomed because Sarawak is still lagging behind in terms of
infrastructure development in comparison to our Peninsular Malaysia partner. It reflects the
strategies that Sarawak Government will undertake to spur our economic growth and uplift the
standard of living of our Rakyat.
Tuan Speaker, as a Ministry that links and develops Sarawak, providing extensive
connectivity is imperative because accessibility is an important developmental factor in all aspects
of economic activities such as tourism, marketing, logistics, agriculture and not forgetting the many
facets of digital economy. Prior to 14 th General Election (GE14), the Federal Government under
Barisan Nasional then had approved 59 projects which including roads and bridges with a total
scheme value of about RM2.2 billion.
However, with the change in the Government at the Federal level to Pakatan Harapan (PH),
some of the projects were discontinued and Sarawak Government has to take over the
implementation of the projects and at the same time ensuring that sufficient budget allocation is
provided as approved earlier by the then Barisan Nasional Government.
The Federal Government should be mindful on the much needed infrastructure development
required for Sarawak in order to achieve its developed status by 2030. The current PH Government,
as the successor in title to the previous Government, they must honour the commitment made by
the previous Government to carry out infrastructure projects diligently and in good faith.
Tuan Speaker, I would also like to congratulate The Right Honourable Chief Minister for
announcing the allocation of RM30 million to assist Sarawak graduates who are having difficulties
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in making repayment to their PTPTN loans and also for students who are not able to secure the
loan. As a caring and a responsible Sarawak Government, this sincere effort is commendable and
I hope that our young graduates will take advantage of this privilege as they are the next generation
of leaders.
In enhancing the quality of life of our Rakyat by providing financial assistance to mothers for
postnatal care, it is also a commendable endeavour by the Sarawak Government to ease their
financial burden in coping with the rise in the cost of living.
Tuan Speaker, PETRONAS has yet to pay the State Sales Tax on petroleum products in
Sarawak. This is a big disappointment to all Sarawakians considering that PETRONAS is a
Malaysian owned oil and gas company but had failed to abide by the legal requirements to pay the
Sales Tax on petroleum products while SHELL, a foreign company, has paid its clues accordingly.
I support the move to pursue what is due to Sarawak even if we have to challenge this matter in
court. I am glad to hear that Ahli Yang Berhormat for Pending has also supported our endeavour to
bring PETRONAS to court if everything else fails, she even willing to volunteer as a “pom pom girl”
for this occasion.
I applaud the effort by our GPS Government to expand our revenue stream through reengineering of our revenue base, one being the increase in raw water tariff effective 1 st January
2020. I am pleased to note that the Sarawak Government has given the assurance on a NO hike in
water charges despite the revision of the raw water tariff.
On the NCR New Initiative Survey Programme and the amendment of the Sarawak Land
Code, I fully support the effort by the GPS Government for recognising the rights of the natives over
their lands. With this, land owners are assured that the security of their land ownership. Indeed, this
is good news for our native communities, Tuan Speaker in the rural areas.
Tuan Speaker, infrastructure development remains as one of the main ingredients in
sustaining a long-term economic growth. As we aspire to move towards a high income and
advanced economy by 2030, providing reliable infrastructure is as critical as the demand for such
services that will surge over the years with the increase in population.
Over the years, significant progress has been made in building up infrastructure throughout
Sarawak. This progress will not be achieved without proper planning and concerted efforts by the
GPS Government as Sarawak is challenged by both its vastness and relatively sparse population.
Road Infrastructure Network
Tuan Speaker, efficient road infrastructure network plays a pivotal role in narrowing the gap
between the rural and urban areas for greater economic growth, creation of jobs as well as ensuring
competitiveness.
The construction of the Coastal Road Network and Second Trunk Road is being implemented
at various stages of implementation.
Coastal Road Network
Tuan Speaker, the Coastal Road Network are divided into three components:
(a)

(b)

Replacement of the seven existing ferry crossings to concrete bridges at Batang
Rambungan, Batang Lupar, Batang Saribas, Sungai Krian, Batang Paloh, Muara Lassa
and Batang Igan;
Construction of the “missing link” roads comprising of:
(i)
Jalan Pasi to Jalan Sibu/ Tanjung Manis including Batang Rajang Bridge;
(ii) Bintulu/ Jepak Bridge crossing Kuala Kemena; and
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(c)

(iii) Proposed Second Kuching/ Samarahan Trunk Road; and
Upgrading of 331 km out of the existing coastal road of 896 km. The construction works
are divided into 23 sub-packages of which Package A comprises 13 subpackages and
Package B comprises of 10 sub-packages.

The status and details of the projects that I have mentioned earlier, have been deliberated at
length by my Assistant Minister during the Question and Answer session in this august House during
this sitting. Therefore, I will not elaborate further on this matter.
Second Trunk Road Project
Tuan Speaker, the Second Trunk Road provides an alternative road to the Coastal Road
Network and the Pan Borneo Highway. This alternative road will be able to improve our mobility as
it is able to shorten our travelling time and distance from Kuching to Simanggang, Betong and Sibu.
The implementation of the Second Trunk Road is divided into three packages as follows:
(a)
(b)

(c)

Package A comprises of five sub-packages from Kota Samarahan to Roban which is
approximately 112km of single carriageway JKR R5 two-lane highway;
Package B that is the Sebuyau/ Lingga/ Simanggang/ Betong Expressway comprises
four packages which is approximately 94km of single carriageway JKR R5 two-lane
highway; and
Package C comprises two of sub-packages which are approximately 30km, includes the
upgrading of the existing Jalan Kelupu/Jalan Tanjung Genting/Lanang Bridge, Sibu from
two lanes to four lanes JKR R5 highway.

All these 11 sub-packages are expected to be tendered out by early next year. That is 2020.
Tuan Speaker, with the completion of these mega projects, the connectivity between towns,
longhouses and kampungs in Sarawak will be seamless and the Rakyat would be able to enjoy and
experience driving along the long-awaited road network where travelling time between these places
will be shortened and there will, of course, savings in fuel consumption.
In addition, reliable road network would be able to enhance the well-being of the Rakyat where
productivity level will be increased. Thus, with the completion of these roads, Sarawak’s economic
growth will be further accelerated.
Pan Borneo Highway Sarawak
Tuan Speaker, allow me to highlight this august House on the overall progress of the Pan
Borneo Highway Sarawak.
Construction works involved Phase 1 of the Pan Borneo Highway Sarawak spanning 786km
commence in 2015. This project was divided into 11 work packages to meet the short delivery
timeline. These 11 work packages are further divided into 25 work sections.
As reported by the PDP, the overall physical progress as of September 2019 was about 41.8%
(actual) as against 48.4% (scheduled), which was 6.6% behind schedule.
Tuan Speaker, the 33km Telok Melano to Sematan stretch under Work Package Contract 1
has been completed in January this year.
The construction is currently focusing on the remaining 10 work packages from Sematan to
Miri with its priority to complete the first of the two carriageways. This is crucial, as it would enable
the traffic flow to be diverted and to use the completed carriageway instead so that works on the
second carriageway can be carried out with minimal interruption.
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Currently, various stretches of the first carriageway of length 200 km at Sri Aman, Sarikei and
Sibu have been completed to binder surface. The additional 288 km is to follow suit by the end of
this year.
Effect of PDPA Termination
Tuan Speaker, the Federal Government through the Ministry of Works Malaysia has
announced in September 2019 that the implementation model for the Pan Borneo Highway Sarawak
(PBHS) would be changed to the government’s conventional development model.
The Project Delivery Partner Agreement (PDPA) will be terminated effective 19 th February
2020. The role of the PDP, that is, Lebuhraya Borneo Utara Sdn Bhd (LBU) will be assigned to my
Ministry’s main agency, JKR Sarawak, acting on behalf of the Ministry of Works Malaysia (KKR). A
construction management service provider or Project Management Consultant (PMC) shall be
appointed by KKR to assist in the project management. My Ministry will monitor and continue to
provide support on behalf of the Sarawak Government.
The current construction status of the Pan Borneo Highway Sarawak is already delayed, Tuan
Speaker. The termination of the PDP Agreement may further affect the overall completion of the
project.
Tuan Speaker, for the information of this august House, LBU has accomplished numerous
achievements which amongst others, being the industry leader in digitalisation of highway
construction, and using Building Information Modelling (BIM) to design, plan and monitor the
construction of Pan Borneo Highway Sarawak. LBU’s efforts in digitalisation have won international
and local awards as well as other recognitions.
Sadly, however, the termination of PDP Agreement … (Interruption)…
YB Encik Chong Chieng Jen: Tuan Speaker, on the issue of LBU, I would like to seek Yang
Berhormat for Baleh his view on the fact that LBU is collecting 5.5% of the contract amount as its
fees and on top of that receiving a reimbursement rates on all of its expenses of 2.3 times which
comes up to one point something billion the total amount. So given such a huge expenses, what is
Yang Berhormat’s view on such a huge expenses just to reimburse and pay LBU for the construction,
to monitor and supervise and design the construction of this Pan Borneo High which can be
undertaken by JKR with an increase staffing?
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): Tuan Speaker, may I respond? That’s why the
decision made was based on the understanding and that is why we made that decision. You are
reiterating that we are correct in making that decision. We do not argue against it, that is why we
said if KKR wants to do it, let them. That is all it is. I won’t argue with you on that issue. If I may
continue Tuan Speaker?
Sadly, the termination of the PDP Agreement may impact 507 employees, out of which 355
(70%) are Sarawakians which is very unfortunate. 70% of the contractors, workers are Sarawakians.
Nevertheless, equipped with the skills, knowledge and experience that they have acquired over the
years while managing the construction of PBHS, it is hoped that the laid off employees will be able
to secure jobs elsewhere within a short time, perhaps including working with the “to-be appointed”
Project Management Consultant for PBHS project.
Air Connectivity
Tuan Speaker, air connectivity is important as it facilitates trade as well as increasing the
accessibility to domestic and international markets. It acts as an engine of growth for economic
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prosperity and social progress. It improves productivity by encouraging investments, innovations and
business efficiency.
Currently, there are two airports and two STOLports (Short take-off and landing airports)
projects being implemented in Sarawak with a total estimated cost of approximately RM1.3 billion.
The breakdown, Tuan Speaker are as follows:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

New Mukah Airport (RM495.3 million);
New Lawas Airport (RM480 million);
Bebuling STOLport, I believe this is in Betong, (RM108.3 million); and
Bukit Mabong STOLport (RM193.1 million).

This new Mukah and Lawas airports are planned for the operations of Code 3C (ATR72) with
runway lengths of 1.5 km. While the Bebuling and Bukit Mabong STOLports are being planned for
the operation of Code 1B (Twin Otter/Cessna 208) with runway lengths of 790 m. The main objective
of both STOLports is to improve air connectivity for air cargo transportation and boost tourism. The
Bukit Mabong STOLport is a new Rural Air Service (RAS) route approved by Malaysian Aviation
Commission (MAVCOM) for passengers.
Tuan Speaker, allow me to update on the status of the four projects. For the New Mukah
Airport, it is a Federal funded project. The initial earthworks under Package 1 was completed on 19 th
December 2016 with a contract sum of RM133.3 million.
While, for Package 2 (Airfield, Civil and Building Works), the project is currently under
construction with a contract sum of RM302.6 million. As of October 2019, the physical progress is
on schedule at 60.8% and is expected to complete by September 2020.
For the new Lawas Airport, the siting application was approved by the State Planning Authority
(SPA) on 1st August 2019. The Sarawak Government has allocated a sum of RM150 million for initial
earthworks (Package 1) and is currently under design stage. The project is to be implemented by
RECODA through the Northern Region Development Agency (NRDA).
The Bebuling and Bukit Mabong STOLports, funded by the Sarawak Government and are
currently under design stage and to be implemented by JKR Sarawak. Both projects are targeted to
be tendered out in the 1st quarter of 2020.
On the other hand, MAVCOM is currently undertaking a Master Plan Study to develop Strategic
Development and Functional Layout Plans. For the study, Kuching and Sibu airports have been
identified for the next phase of expansion. The study has commenced in September 2019 and will
take seven months to complete.
Border Security Road Network
Tuan Speaker, Sarawak has been blessed with economic development brought about through
the construction of Pan Borneo Highway, Coastal Road and Second Trunk Road. The proposed
Border Security Road Network will be the third trunk road traversing into the last frontiers of Sarawak.
On 26th August 2019, the President of the Indonesia, His Excellency Joko Widodo (Jokowi),
announced that its national capital will be relocated from Jakarta to a province in East Kalimantan
by 2024. With this announcement, it could augur well towards having abundant opportunities in terms
of trade and tourism development between Malaysia and Indonesia. Thus, it is now crucial for us to
build a border road between Sarawak and Kalimantan as the movement of people between these
two regions is anticipated to increase in the next five to six years.

8

BELUM DISUNTING
13 NOVEMBER 2019
More importantly, this border Highway will enable us to safeguard and protect our multi-billionringgit assets, especially the Sarawak-Sabah Gas Pipeline and the four hydro-electric power (HEP)
dams, which are situated adjacent to our international boundary.
The border security road network programme will also provide connectivity to the highland
regions along the Sarawak Kalimantan border and allows nature enthusiasts to experience our rich
national parks and wildlife sanctuaries located along the border.
The proposed Border Net Security Road will commence from Biawak to Serikin and Engkilili
passing through Lubok Antu, Long Silat, Long Banga and Bario and will be connected to the
Sarawak- Sabah Link Road or SSLR.
Tuan Speaker, a mini lab was conducted on 23 rd October 2019 to collect input from relevant
stakeholders to develop the proposed border security road network alignment, these stakeholders
are:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)
(l)

Economic Planning Unit (EPU) Sarawak;
Ministry of Transport (MOT) Sarawak;
Majlis Keselamatan Negara (MKN);
Immigration Department;
Royal Customs Department;
Resident and District Offices;
Angkatan Tentera Malaysia;
Sarawak Energy Berhad (SEB);
Forest Department;
Regional Corridor Development Authority (RECODA);
JKR Engineers from both Divisional and Headquarters; and
my Ministry MIPD.

Arising from the said Lab, an in-depth study on this proposed Border Security Road Network
shall be carried out with priority given to four sectors:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Baleh Section and Feeder Road;
Engkilili, Lubok Antu and Batang Ai Section;
Serian/Tebedu Road upgrading to JKR R5 standard; and
Baram Section and Tinjar Feeder Road.

With a total border road length of an estimated 1,032 km and feeder roads of 610 km, the total
cost is estimated at RM24 billion for this programme to be implemented from 2020 to 2030 and
beyond.
In the light of what I have said, since this is going to be a long stretch of border road measuring
1,032 km, facing an international border, it is imperative that funding must be provided by the Federal
Government. It is for the security of our nation that this highway is proposed, thus funding is within
the purview of the Federal Government. We have to get the priority sections ready by 2024 and
because of this, we will propose this road project to our Economic Planning Unit Sarawak for
submission to Ministry of Economic Affairs Malaysia for consideration under the 12th Malaysia Plan.
Projek Rakyat
Tuan Speaker, one of the initiatives by The Right Honourable Chief Minister is to further boost
Sarawak’s economy by accelerating the implementation of development projects under Projek
Rakyat.
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Priority is given to the implementation of Rakyat-centric projects emphasizing on rural basic
infrastructure such as roads, water supply, electricity, telecommunications and other social
amenities.
With the advent in the utilisation of modern technology where information is accessible at our
finger tips, our Rakyat will continue to demand for the basic infrastructure. This basic infrastructure
must be put in place as the Rakyat wants to know that their voices are heard and their needs are
catered for. Therefore, it is essential that the Projek Rakyat will be delivered in a timely manner.
Tuan Speaker, my Ministry and our main agency, JKR Sarawak will be on the ground to closely
monitor the Projek Rakyat and to resolve issues that hinder its implementation.
Currently, my Ministry is tasked to undertake a total of 97 Projek Rakyat throughout Sarawak
with a total value of RM5.4 billion, totally from the Sarawak Government’s coffer comprising the
following:

(a) 57 road projects worth about RM2.6 billion;
(b) 17 bridges worth about RM2.2 billion;
(c) 21 buildings worth about RM336 million; and
(d) Two airports worth about RM301 million.
Tuan Speaker, please allow me to update this august House on the progress of the
implementation of the 97 Rakyat-centric “Projek Rakyat” funded by Sarawak Government:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Eight have been completed;
57 are under construction;
Nine are currently at tender stage; and
28 are at design stage.
The Cabotage Policy

Tuan Speaker, effective 1st June 2017, the Ministry of Transport, Malaysia (MOT) announced
the exemption of the Cabotage Policy for sea cargo transportation services (general and
containerised) for the following sectors:
(a)
(b)
(c)

From any port in Peninsular Malaysia to any port in Sarawak, Sabah and the Federal
Territory of Labuan and vice versa;
Between ports within Sarawak; and
Between ports within Sabah.

Sarawak, since time immemorial is a maritime state. Current record shows that Sarawakians
own about 60% of Malaysia's flagship registration. Sarawak also, has been well-known for its private
sector driven shipbuilding industry. The fact is that a majority of the shipyards in Malaysia are located
in Sarawak. Both of these activities generate economic growth and provide job opportunities to our
locals in Sarawak.
The exemption of the Cabotage Policy has created a stiff competition between foreign and
local domestic ships. From an analysis carried out (January to July 2019), foreign ships have
accounted for about 12.4% or 2,504 TEUs (Twenty-foot Equivalent Unit) of local sea containerised
cargo (laden) transportation out of the total 20,279 TEUs outbound from Kuching Port to Pelabuhan
Klang with a breakdown as follows:
(a)
(b)
(c)

Direct to Pelabuhan Klang: 1,635 TEUs or 8.1%;
Transhipment to local Malaysian ports: 302 TEUs or 1.5%; and
Transhipment to foreign ports: 567 TEUs or 2.8%.
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Tuan Speaker, foreign participations in our local sea cargo containerised transportation are
expected to increase. This alarming situation, if not curbed, will erode or undermine our shipping and
shipbuilding industries in Malaysia and Sarawak, in particular.
With the Cabotage Policy, which has been blamed for the higher cost of goods in Sarawak and
Sabah, this exemption was aimed at bringing down the prices in both states which unfortunately has
not been proven yet.
The plying of foreign ships between our local ports may also pose a threat to our security.
In this regards, we have earnestly requested the Federal Government to revisit or review the
exemption of the Cabotage Policy implementation and conduct an in-depth study on its impact before
it causes permanent damage to our local shipping and shipbuilding industries.
For the information of this august House Tuan Speaker, my Ministry has written to our Right
Honourable Prime Minister of Malaysia to raise our concern on this matter.
Port Development
Tuan Speaker, Port as an economic infrastructure, it is essential to be a catalyst towards the
development of a nation. 80% of the world merchandise trade volumes in 2018 is handled by ports
and nearly two thirds of these are handled at ports of developing countries. UNCTAD (United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development) has estimated a 3.8%...(Interruption)...
Tuan Speaker: Honourable Minister are you taking point?
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): Ya.
YB Encik Chong Chieng Jen: Thank you Tuan Speaker and thank you Honourable Minister. On
the cabotage policy, I hear from the Minister, what was said by the Minister just now, it seems that
there is a change of mind on the cabotage policy. Does it mean that the government has admitted
that when it was advocated for the suspension of cabotage policy few years back that decision was
a mistake and that’s why there is a request for a review of this policy?
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): Tuan Speaker, when the study was done we did not
find that did not increase the cost of living of goods. If the study proved it otherwise we will follow
through. Enda malu kami enti ia amat salah. That is how we work. We might stand to be corrected
that is how we work. To make it better for all of us. Okay. May I continue?
Tuan Speaker: Ya.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): Okay. Port Development. Port as an economic
infrastructure. I will repeat this one, I was interrupted just now. Port as an economic infrastructure.
It is essential to be a catalyst towards the development of a nation. 80% of the world merchandise
trade volumes in 2018 is handled by ports and nearly by two thirds of these are handled at ports of
developing countries. UNCTAD (United Nations Conference on Trade and Development) as I have
said just now, has estimated a 3.8% are expected to compound annual growth between 2018 to
2023, in world seaborne trade.
There is a high growth for global containers and dry bulk commodities with expected compound
annual growth in containerised shipment of 6% between 2018 to 2023, while, it is 5% growth for dry
bulk commodities. Sarawak should embark in becoming an important part of this growth and position
itself in global sea borne trade.
11

BELUM DISUNTING
13 NOVEMBER 2019
The change of my Ministry’s portfolio to the Ministry of Infrastructure and Port Development is
Sarawak Government’s commitment to uplift the development of our port sector in acknowledging
the importance of efficient port service to facilitate trade and acts as a driver for Sarawak’s economic
growth.
Tuan Speaker, in tandem with Sarawak’s aspiration to achieve a developed State status by
2030, it is most important for the Sarawak Government to strategize the development of our ports
under its jurisdiction, namely Kuching, Rajang, Miri, Tanjung Manis and Samalaju Port.
These ports have an overall combination of 36.6 million tonnes of throughput designed
capacity. However, in 2018, it only handled 22.8 million tonnes or 62% of its designed capacity. The
growth potential of these Sarawak ports are constrained by its shallow access channel since all these
ports are riverine ports, except for Samalaju, which is a deep sea port. One of the solutions of this
problem is through capital dredging costing a few hundred million of Ringgit.
Strengthening the Port Authorities
Tuan Speaker, Kuching Port (Senari and Pending Terminal) is operating at about 75% of its
design capacity of 9.9 million tonnes in 2018. Both terminals are situated within Sungai Sarawak.
Therefore, it would be a wise strategy for the government to develop a deep sea port for the southern
region of Sarawak to boost its economy.
A deep sea port for Kuching is needed to ensure easy accessibility and fast turn-around time
of ships, which will reduce import costs, attract manufacturing and drive exports, thus placing Kuching
Port in the world map as the port of the future.
The Sarawak Government has approved a study amounting to RM8 million for investigations,
survey, hydraulic study and preparation of a Masterplan of a deep sea port at Tanjung Po, Kuching.
As the feeder port which links trade for Sarawak’s northern region, Miri Port has not been able
to realise its full potential, operating at only 30% of its design capacity. Severe siltation at the Kuala
Baram river mouth has been the main obstacle. It is understood that the channel depth is now only
less than three metres during high tide and only about one metre during low tide. This will be one of
our agenda to pursue with the Federal Government under the 12 th Malaysia Plan to alleviate this
condition.
As a temporary measure, Miri Port Authority (MPA), with the support of my Ministry, is planning
to dredge certain areas identified along the access channel to an acceptable depth. However, it would
still require a capital dredging for bigger vessels to be able to call at Miri Port.
Tuan Speaker, I would like to congratulate MPA (Miri Port Authority) and its Board of Directors
for being very proactive in making the best of a bad situation, which is the shallow draught at the
mouth of Baram River. Through their pro-activeness, MPA is earning extra revenue to cover its
operating cost. Congratulations, Miri Port Authority.
All our ports’ facilities and ageing machineries will also be upgraded and modernized by the
Sarawak Government in order to provide an effective and efficient service to port users and entice
the global trade to Sarawak.
Vessel Traffic Management System (VTMS)
Tuan Speaker, I am grateful that the Sarawak Government has approved RM30.5 million to
install the Vessel Traffic Management System (VTMS) in year 2020 at Kuching Port…(Interruption)…
YB Encik Chong Chieng Jen: Thank you, Tuan Speaker. Thank you, Honourable Minister. In
respect of the Miri Port and the dredging exercise, I remember many years ago, there was a proposal
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to construct an alternative canal which may resolve this problem whereby there are a lot of siltation
happening in the existing canal. A new alternative route was proposed by the government, both the
State Government and Federal Government. May I know what has become of that proposal after so
many years.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): Thank you very much, Yang Berhormat for Kota
Sentosa. Tuan Speaker, there are two proposals that came in to us for the last two years. Please
bear in mind that the dredging of ports in Sarawak are under the purview of the Federal Government.
We have been asking funds from them lama sudah, asking them to give us the necessary funding.
Until today belum ada. Sampai sekarang pun tak ada. So, there are two proposals to dredge here
and to do it properly. Now these are private sector driven. I would suggest that with your help, and
Sarawak Government’s help to ask for the funding from the Federal Government to fulfil the
obligation to help us in the Miri port, that is yet to come about. Okay. Please help us since you are a
Member of Parliament. Help us, and also you have, I believe, PKR pun ada satu orang MP di Miri. If
you can help us, ask the Federal Government to fulfil what they have promised us and we will do it.
Alright.
The VTMS will enable the port to manage the vessel traffic along Sungai Sarawak. It will
facilitate the movement of vessels to enter and exit the port area. The VTMS will enhance the
navigation safety and security of Kuching Port and increase the confidence level of shipping
communities, both local and international, to call at Kuching Port.
The VTMS is necessary in ensuring the safety and efficiency of our maritime navigation which
is crucial for ports’ competitiveness and sustainability. For the other Sarawak ports, this VTMS would
be installed in phases under the 12 th Malaysia Plan.
Ports’ Performance
Tuan Speaker, I wish to update this august House on the ports’ performance for the third
quarter of 2019.
Kuching Port recorded a decrease of about 3.3% of cargo throughput from 6.934 million tonnes
to 6.706 million tonnes. Rajang Port also reported a decrease of 4.8% in cargo throughput from 0.997
million tonnes to 0.949 million tonnes. There was a marked decrease of 0.712 million tonnes or 28.9%
from 2.461 million tonnes to 1.749 million tonnes handled at Tanjung Manis Port.
The decrease in the throughput of Kuching Port and Rajang Port is mainly due to higher
throughput in prior year during the tax holiday months of June, July and August 2018 when the Goods
and Service Tax (GST) was abolished. For the Tanjung Manis Port, the decrease was mainly due to
the reduction in timber and coal exports.
The cargo throughput handled at Samalaju Port increased by 16% from 3.161 million tonnes
to 3.669 million tonnes. Miri Port also recorded an increase of about 1% from 3.816 million tonnes to
3.843 million tonnes.
There is an increase of 1% and 143% of ship calls to Rajang Port and Samalaju Port
respectively. Miri Port also reported an increase of 89% in vessel calls which include oil and gas crew
and supply vessel call from 2,434 calls to 4,598 calls. However, Tanjung Manis and Kuching Port
reported a decrease of 14.4% and 7% respectively for the same period.
Upper Rajang Development Agency
Tuan Speaker, the Upper Rajang Development Agency (URDA) which is headed by myself,
covers an area of about 41,000 square kilometers. It is one of the development agencies established
under the Regional Corridor Development Authority (RECODA). Its role is to oversee the
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development within the upper Rajang areas of Belaga, Bukit Mabong, Kapit, Song and Kanowit
Districts, which are deemed to be less developed in comparison to other areas in Sarawak.
The upper Rajang area has a great potential in multi economic sectors. Recently, it has
diversified its economic base into tourism, aquaculture, timber and agriculture-based processing and
manufacturing industries from the traditional logging and trading industries.
At the initial stage, URDA will focus on basic infrastructure needs such as roads and water
supply. A total of 37 development projects amounting to RM1.5 billion consisting of 23 roads and 14
water supply projects had been approved by the Sarawak Government. All these projects will be
implemented within these two years (2019 – 2020).
As of October 2019, RECODA has tendered out 26 road packages with an estimated value
amounting to RM980 million. 21 out of the 26 road packages have been awarded. All these 21 road
packages are currently in the initial stage of construction. While, all the 14 water supply projects are
to be tendered out in the first quarter of 2020.
The current hydro-electric power (HEP) capacity in URDA area generates 3,344 mega-watts
(MW). Bakun HEP has a designed capacity of 2,400 MW while Murum HEP has a designed capacity
of 944 MW. Currently, Baleh HEP dam is under construction. It has a designed capacity of 1,285
MW. With the completion of the Baleh HEP, the total hydro-electric power capacity from URDA will
be 4,629 MW. This will produce enough power to fire up our heavy industries under Sarawak Corridor
of Renewable Energy (SCORE). In short, Tuan Speaker, URDA would light up Sarawak in its
industrial development.
Rural Transformation Initiatives
Tuan Speaker, on the Rural Transformation Initiatives (RTI), the Sarawak Government has
approved an allocation of RM335.1 million to implement 311 rural-based projects through its Key
Result Areas (KRAs).
As at September 2019, 216 or 69% of the 311 RTI projects had been completed. The completed
projects are as follows:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

44 rural dilapidated schools;
31 rural dilapidated clinics;
Three rural road projects;
95 flood mitigation projects; and
44 rural water supply projects.

Tuan Speaker, RTI projects are over and above the 11 th Malaysia Plan allocation. It is one of
the State’s intervention initiatives to expedite the implementation of development projects in all rural
areas. Hence, the Cabinet Committee (CabCom), whereby I am the Chairman, RTI will intensify its
efforts to continuously identify and propose new Rakyat-centric rural intervention projects, which are
not covered under any State or Federal development fundings. In the spirit of “Sarawak First”, we will
continue this initiative as a gap-filler to make a difference in the livelihood of our rural communities.
Road Safety
Tuan Speaker, various initiatives and approaches have been taken to educate road users such
as Road Safety Campaign, Advocacies, Awareness Programme and Exhibitions.
Despite the initiatives and approaches taken, road accidents still occur with an average of 59
traffic crashes recorded daily in Sarawak. From January until September 2019, there were 15,997
traffic crashes, which resulted in 261 deaths. It shows a 36 increase of 805 cases or 5.3% as
compared to the same period in 2018.
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Tuan Speaker, Education plays a vital role in moulding the attitudes especially the younger
generation to be responsible riders, drivers, passengers and pedestrians alike. Road Safety
Education must be a continuous education aimed to create road safety awareness while promoting
culture of good road ethics for all road users. The Road Safety Education Module (Revised Version
2016) which was implemented in all primary schools started this year will be expanded to lower
secondary schools next year.
Tuan Speaker, as the festive season and school holidays are approaching, more road safety
campaigns will be organised to remind road users to exercise extra caution when driving. The public
is reminded to adhere to the speed limits and road directions, to take driving breaks when feeling
tired, and most importantly, refrain from driving when under the influence of alcohol. I firmly believe
it is essential for all of us to be mindful of road safety awareness to minimize the number of road
accidents and fatalities. Let us encourage and remind each other, our beloved family is waiting for
us and hoping we arrive home safely. “Waspada Budaya Kita, You and I can Make the Difference!”
Issues by Ahli-Ahli Yang Berhormat
Tuan Speaker, before I respond to the various issues and requests raised by Ahli-ahli Yang
Berhormat, allow me, Tuan Speaker, to say a few words or two. May I share with this august House
a quote by J.D. Rockefeller, who said, I quote, “I believe in the sacredness of a promise, that a man’s
word should be as good as his bond; that character – not wealth nor power nor position – is of
supreme worth,” unquote. Echoing this quote, we, in the Sarawak GPS Government strongly
condone the tagline, “Enti Enda Bula Enda Menang”. In English it means “if you don’t lie, you cannot
win”. In GPS, we don’t use the end to justify the means. It is our approach to administer Sarawak
Sir.
Allow me to give one example where it happen. When the Member for Ba’Kelalan, bisi ia ditu,
was asked by the Member for Krian in the recent Dewan Rakyat sitting on why the three bridges
projects, namely Batang Lupar Bridge, Igan Bridge and Rambungan Bridge were cancelled by the
Federal Government, his response was, and, I quote, “RM500 juta untuk Jambatan Batang Lupar
(perkongsian kos 50:50 dengan Kerajaan Negeri); RM305 juta untuk Jambatan Igan dan RM100 juta
untuk projek membina Jambatan Rambungan”. And he continued to say “…..keputusan Kerajaan
yang membatalkan ketiga-tiga projek berkenaan di mana ia berasaskan fakta bahawa projek-projek
itu terletak di bawah bidang kuasa Kerajaan Negeri. Dengan erti kata lain, ketiga-tiga jambatan
tersebut bukanlah berstatus Jalan Persekutuan yang berada di bawah bidang kuasa langsung
Menteri Kerja Raya.”
However, during the Q&A session dated 6 th November 2019 in this august House, the Member
for Ba’Kelalan reacted to a response by my Assistant Minister who is also the Member for Sebuyau,
as regards to the same three bridges, and why was the fund withdrawn, his answer was “…there is
no money.” Two different answers to the same question by the Minister of Works who is the Member
for Ba’Kelalan. GPS leaders Sir, will never do such a thing Tuan Speaker! We will not do such a
thing.” We shall continue to do our best within our capacity and within our capability. We will not hide
our weaknesses by not telling the truth! Tuan Speaker, my response to all this issues raised by AhliAhli Yang Berhormat while debating on this august House will be mindful of this principle. So, allow
me to answer, Sir. Please allow me to respond to the question raised by Ahli-Ahli Yang Berhormat
while debating in this august House.
Roads and Bridges
For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Repok, there is no plan to upgrade Jalan Pasi/
Bintangor, Sarikei to a dual carriageway under the current 11 th Malaysia Plan. Jabatan Kerja Raya
Sarawak is looking into upgrading the said road to JKR R5 Standard. The proposed construction of
Jalan Nyelong By-Pass to Jalan Kwong Ming/Minah (2 km at an estimated cost of RM12 million) was
submitted but it was not approved under the Mid Term Review (MTR). My Ministry will pursue both
projects for consideration of the Sarawak Government under the 12 th Malaysia Plan (2021-2025).
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For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Jemoreng, the road from Kuala Igan to Sibu
has been approved under the 11th Malaysia Plan with four separate projects as follows:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Jalan Kuala Igan/ Kebuaw which was completed on 23 rd January 2019 under Rural
Transformation Project (RTP);
Jalan Kebuaw/ Telok Deloh/ Bungan Kecil (16.5 km), approved under Projek Rakyat and
the construction is expected to commence in 2020;
Jalan Sungai Bidut/ Kpg Tutus/ Kpg Sebedil/ Kpg Bungan Kecil, Sibu (Package A) of
length 22 km is currently under construction; and
The said “missing link”, Jalan Sungai Bidut/ Kpg Tutus /Kpg Sebedil/ Kpg Bungan Kecil,
Sibu (Package B) of length 16 km is in the design stage and the construction will be
submitted in 12th Malaysia Plan.

As for the Igan Bridge, the Sarawak Cabinet (Majlis Mesyuarat Kerajaan Negeri) at its meeting
held on 22nd August 2019 has opted and concluded that the bridge is to be of a Balanced Cantilever
Box Girder type with iconic under beautification features with no extra cost. The long-awaited bridge
is currently under design stage and construction is expected to commence in the 1st quarter of 2020.
For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Balingian, the proposed improvement to Jalan
Balingian/ Serupai is incorporated under the Coastal Road Programme namely, “Upgrading and
Pavement Rehabilitation Improvement Program Sub Package B-10”, which is expected to be
tendered out by the end of this year.
For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Meluan, my Ministry will pursue the proposed
road request from Ng Entaih to Rh. Sang at Rantau Chire (Phase 2) under the 12 th Malaysia Plan
for consideration.
As for the proposed Jalan Ng Maong/ Klinik Ng Maong/ SK Ng Ju/ Rh. Gerasi/ Rh. Mengiring,
Ulu Ju, the project has been approved under Rolling Plan 4 (2019) of the 11 th Malaysia Plan. Value
Management Lab (VML) is yet to be conducted by the Ministry of Economic Affairs Malaysia Sarawak
(MEA).
The construction of Jalan Ng Entabai/ Rantau Limau Phase 1 was completed in 2018 by the
Kementerian Pembangunan Luar Bandar (KPLB). Phase 2 has been submitted to KPLB under
Rolling Plan 4 (2020) but was not approved. JKR Sarawak will pursue again with the KPLB on Phase
2 under the 12th Malaysia Plan for consideration.
For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Pelagus, the road from Sangan-Anap Bintulu/
Ng Merit/ Ng Tulie, Kapit and the proposed “Pembinaan Jalan Akses ke Pekan Tunoh dari Simpang
Jalan Utama ke Empangan Baleh”, were not approved by the Federal Government under Rolling
Plan 4 (2020). RECODA will resubmit both projects in the 12 th Malaysia Plan for the consideration of
the Federal Government and Sarawak Government as well.
For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Ngemah, the design for Jalan Ng Dap
Bazaar/SMK Ng Dap, Daerah Kanowit, Sibu, which is under the Key Result Area (KRA) 3: Rural
Transformation Initiatives has been completed. Its construction works entitled, “Membina Jalan Ng
Dap/ Poi/ Ngungun, Daerah Kanowit, Bahagian Sibu, Sarawak”, under Kementerian Pembangunan
Luar Bandar (KPLB) is expected to be tendered out in the 1 st quarter of 2020.
For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Machan, the proposed road construction to Ulu
Machan was approved by KPLB under Rolling Plan 4 (2019) of the 11 th Malaysia Plan and will be
implemented by JKR Sarawak. The appointment of consultants was approved in July 2019 and the
project is currently under design stage.
The construction of Ulu Poi Phase 1 has been completed, while Phase 2 which is implemented
by the Department of Irrigation and Drainage (DID) Sarawak is currently under the Tender Stage. Its
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tender evaluation report has been submitted to KPLB on 19th September 2019 and is now awaiting
the Tender Board’s decision. Phase 3 of the said project has been submitted under Rolling Plan 4
(2020) for consideration.
For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Tellian, the design for Jalan SK Ng. Baoh/ Baoh
Ulu, Bahagian Mukah under the Key Result Area (KRA) 3: Rural Road Initiatives, has been
completed. The construction works under KPLB is expected to be tendered out by the end of this
year.
For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Pelawan, the Lands and Surveys Department
is in the process of acquiring additional land for the upgrading of Jalan Ulu Sg. Merah into a dual
carriageway (from 20m width road reserve to 34m width). The acquisition is expected to be
completed in the 2nd quarter of 2020. As for Jalan Oya, the land acquisition and design have been
completed. The proposal for the construction of works for both projects will be submitted under the
12th Malaysia Plan for consideration by the Sarawak Government.
The proposed Sibu Outer Link Road, the project was not approved by Kementerian Kerja Raya
(KKR) under Rolling Plan 4 (2020). JKR however, JKR Sarawak however, will pursue the project
again with the Federal Government for consideration under the 12 th Malaysia Plan. I would ask Yang
Berhormat for Pelawan, please whisper to your colleague who is sitting in front of you on this
purpose, together we will work out a way to get the money.
For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Engkilili …(Interruption)…
YB Encik David Wong Kee Woan: Thank you Tuan Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister.
Everytime we walk into this DUN, the request is for the Sarawak Government to deliver. You can’t
tell the Member of this House to refer to the Federal Government, then what’s the use of the State
Government? Yes, this is not, the proposal that I submitted to the late Tok Nan, Sibu Outer Link
benefit all the five constituencies, DAP only have two, three were Barisan Nasional, GPS and your
friendly party. Now, this is under Federal, under State, why everytime you push to Federal, whereas
second trunk road, coastal road you can spend RM11 billion? I just ask for RM300 million for the five
constituencies in Sibu, Nangka also included, Bukit Assek also included, Bawang Assan also
included, Dudong also included, why is it so difficult? Everytime if you push it to Federal Government,
there’s no point for us to sit here. Anang bulak, ok, this is for Sarawakian. Sarawak Government has
to own it out, say we are going to do it. Our Chief Minister has said we can do it without the Federal
Government assistance. Ya, so can we do it? You are the DCM, thank you.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): Thank you Tuan Speaker, I think what I like about
Yang Berhormat Pelawan, he has been very consistent about this. This I think is the third time he
mentioned this, but please understand that there are sections to what we do. Roads are divided into
section; some are Federal Road some are State road. When it comes to Federal road, Federal
Government must be responsible. Tuan Speaker, Tuan Speaker, may I have the floor?
Tuan Speaker: Ya, you may have the floor.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): May I have the floor? Thank you. There are two
sector, one a Federal, one as Section. I think what was answered was correct. Remember when we
ask about why was the bridges withdrawn? The answer by the Federal Minister was because it was
not within our jurisdiction, which we agreed because not within their jurisdiction, we took over. But
the outer ring road is in fact is Federal road, therefore we ask the Federal Government to pay. Ya,
ya. Ok. Can …(Interruption)…
Tuan Speaker: Proceed, proceed.
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Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): Tuan Speaker, I do not give way. I do not give way,
ya. The Federal Government …(Interruption)… let us be considerate …(Interruption)…
Tuan Speaker: The Minister is clear. What is constituently Federal responsibility, what is
constituently State responsibility.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): Thank you Tuan Speaker. Thank you for assisting
me. For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Engkilili, Jalan Ulu Skrang, Phase 2 was
approved by KPLB and it is to be implemented by JKR Sarawak. Currently, survey is in progress.
The project is expected to be tendered out by the 1 st quarter of 2020 and then clearly under our
jurisdiction, but regardless to political divide, we will help when people needs it. Please bear that in
mind. It doesn’t matter who they belongs to, provide if people needs it, we will, Sarawak Government
will do the road for them in Engkilili.
For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Demak Laut, “Jalan Kpg. Beradek, Kpg.
Semilang, Kpg. Tiang Api and Kpg. Pinggan Jaya”, was approved by KPLB under Rolling Plan 2
(2017) of the 11th Malaysia Plan. The project is to be implemented by JKR Sarawak and is currently
under design stage.
Ferry Services
Tuan Speaker, for the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Demak Laut, the ferry service
requested at Tanjung Embang was not approved by the State Cabinet as there is already a ferry
service approved at Beliong. This is the forst time I heard people dia punya happy when thing is not
approved. The Beliong ferry service is expected to be in operation by the end of 2020 after the
completion of the ferry ramps.
Street Lightings
For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Simunjan, the Integrated Regional Samarahan
Development Agency (IRSDA) has approved the installation of street lights on Jambatan Simunjan
at Kpg Sageng and Jambatan Gedong. Both works are expected to commence in the 1 st quarter of
2020.
Meanwhile, for the installation of street lightings along Jalan Gedong/Simunjan, JKR Sarawak
will submit the proposal under the 12 th Malaysia Plan for consideration.
Pan Borneo Highway Sarawak
Tuan Speaker, for the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Tanjong Batu, Lot 438 Kemena
Land District is situated outside the right of-way of the Pan Borneo Highway Sarawak (PBHS) project.
The existing ground level of the land is the lowest with surrounding areas already filled up for
development. The Project Delivery Partner (PDP) has already instructed the Work Package
Contractor to carry out desilting of the existing road side earth drain as a temporary measure. The
PDP and its consultants will be looking into the possibility of lowering the proposed drain level at this
stretch. Nevertheless, there is a need for the land owner, I repeat there is a need for the land owner
to raise the existing ground level as a permanent solution.
For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Bukit Semuja, as per Arahan Teknik Jalan, PTurn and U-Turn shall only be constructed at an interval of not less than 3 km apart. As the distance
between Serian 1 and Serian 2 interchanges is only about 1.5 km apart, the construction of P-Turn
or U-Turn between Simunjan 1 and Serian 1 is not considered. Moreover, the space available is
limited with narrow road reserve. On the other hand, a total of five P-Turns and two U-Turns on both
sides of the road will be constructed between Kampung Hilir and Kampung Belimbing B.
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For the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Batu Danau, the Sarawak Government has
approved part of the original alignment for Pan Borneo Highway Sarawak Phase 2 namely,
“Proposed road Sungai Limbang Bridge to Kampung Pendam, Limbang” and “Proposed Kuala
Lawas Bridge”. The first project is under design stage while the second is expected to be tendered
out in December 2019. I wish to reiterate that these projects are under Sarawak Government’s
funding.
Projek Rakyat
Tuan Speaker, Ahli Yang Berhormat for Tanjong Datu, the proposed, “Pos Kawalan
Sementara di Telok Melano-Temajuk’’ has been approved under Projek Rakyat scheme. It will be
tendered out by the end of the year and the construction is expected to commence by the 1st quarter
of 2020.
Contractual Matters
Tuan Speaker, as for the appointment of OPUS for the Coastal Road Network and Second
Trunk Road projects as raised by Ahli Yang Berhormat for Pujut… (Inaudible)…. He’s here. Okay. it
is in line with capacity leveraging to appoint a Project Management Consultant (PMC) or Independent
Consulting Engineer (ICE) to assist JKR in implementing mega projects.
The OPUS PMC fees is 1.6% and very much lower than the Pan Borneo fees of 6%
reimbursable fee and 5.5% PDP fee and it is in line with the standard practices. The appointment of
OPUS has been elaborated at length during the First Meeting of the Fourth Session of the 18 th
Sarawak State Legislative Assembly Sitting on 8 th May 2019 which I do not wish to repeat. Kindly
refer to hansard of the meeting.
On the re-tendering of Batang Rambungan Bridge. During the first tender, a detailed and
structured evaluation was duly carried out on the tenders received which is discovered that albeit at
the lowest of the five bidders which were technically competent with commercially attractive offers,
the majority of them had issues pertaining to the mandatory compliance as stipulated in the tender
documents such as “authorization of signatories”. In view of that, a recommendation of the State
Central Tenders Board (SCTB) was to request for minor clarifications to be carried out with the
affected bidders prior to decision for award, nevertheless, the request was rejected. Furthermore,
the technical evaluation criteria used was discovered to be too generic. It did not comprehensively
cater for the assessment and selection of a competent bidder for the complex cable-stayed bridge
construction.
As such, it was decided by SCTB that the project is to be retendered with enhancement to be
incorporated into the tender documents. This is to highlight and capture the special technical
elements required for the construction of a cable-stayed bridge and to ensure that the corresponding
tender evaluation was amended to suit. The relevant mandatory clauses vis-à-vis authorization of
signatories were also improved to ensure that the said clauses become invariably explicit so that the
necessary documentary evidence are provided during tender submission.
Tuan Speaker, on the subject of Batang Igan Bridge. It was approved by the Federal
Government for implementation by restricted tender. The project was on the verge of being awarded
before it was shelved by the PH Government. The Sarawak Government who is taking over the
project has decided to continue the project via direct negotiation with the same contractor due to the
following factors:
(a)
(b)
(c)

The Federal Procurement process had adhered to all necessary provisions and
corresponding guidelines;
The price is considered fair and reasonable;
The works can commence immediately; and
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(d)

This will save the time in its construction, bearing in mind that the initial proposal to
construct a bridge across Igan River was mooted 17 years ago.

On the other three bridges mentioned by Ahli Yang Berhormat for Pujut, all the projects were
awarded to the lowest technically qualified contractors. I like to repeat here, they are technically
qualified contractors. The commercially lower tenderers were not accepted mainly due to the
following:
(a)
(b)

Mandatory requirements per contract stipulations such as not having Board of Directors’
Resolution for authorised signatory in Joint Venture; and
Failing to meet the Minimum Capital Requirements (MCR) of 3% of the total cost.

Yang Berhormat for Pujut is most welcomed. I will repeat okay. Yang Berhormat for Pujut is
most welcomed to JKR headquarters and meet with the Director and be briefed on the tender
evaluation process himself. You can go there Sir if you want to have further clarification on this. We
have nothing to hide.
Bintulu Development Authority
Tuan Speaker, on the various issues raised by Ahli Yang Berhormat for Tanjung Batu:
(a)

Flood at Kidurong Road leading to Jalan Tun Haji Openg (popularly known as Daiken
Road). Is that correct? Ya Daiken Road.
Bintulu Development Authority (BDA) will study the situation and will take steps to
improve the existing drainage system along Daiken Road in order to alleviate flood at
the said area.

(b)

Traffic congestion at Daiken Road.
BDA acknowledges the traffic congestion at the existing T-junction linking to Jalan Tun
Openg and Daiken Road. BDA will install a traffic light system at this T-junction.

(c)

Monsoon drain at Taman Allamanda
BDA has no plan to cover the drain as requested. However, safety features had been
installed at the said areas such as handrails.

(d)

Direct Access Road from Tanjung Batu to Shahida Commercial Centre
(i)

(ii)

(iii)
(e)

BDA is currently conducting a traffic study which covers Bintulu Town, Bintulu Old
Town and the Central Business District (CBD) including BDA Shahida Commercial
Centre;
Together with the consultant, BDA will engage all relevant authorities and the local
communities to better understand the present state of the traffic situation within the
study area; and
The study is expected to be conducted in late December 2019.

U-turn at Taman Hill Villa, Jalan Sibiew
(i)

(ii)

BDA has no plan to construct a U-turn at Taman Hill Villa as the existing two
signalized junctions (at Jalan Johari Sunam/Jalan Sibiew and in front of JPJ office)
already have U-turns; and
In addition, there is a traffic light with right-turn in front of Taman Permaisuri and a
P-turn before Golden Villa which is about midway between the two traffic lights as
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previously mentioned. This is adequate to control traffic flow and traffic
movements.
YB Encik Chiew Chiu Sing: Thank you Tuan Speaker. Thank you very much Honourable Minister.
First of all, on the monsoon drain. Honourable Minister, the drain is about this wide and it is just in
front of the house. There half road of houses there, I think, it has, because as you just come out of
your house, there is a drain there and just cross the drain like this, drive from drain like this to get
out of to the road. It must be covered up, otherwise it is too dangerous for the people living in along
those houses. It would just take some kind of a cement cover or something for the safety of the
people. Would the, to cover it up, would BDA please, Ministry please consider doing that for the
safety of the people living there? That drain is very big, very deep. That’s why, because it is deep,
this flood the floor. Thank you.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): And that’s all? That’s all? Okay. You have one more
question?
YB Encik Chiew Chiu Sing: Ya. Thank you, Tuan Speaker. Did you say that the Tanjung Batu
redesigning of the Bintulu Old Town road and also the entrance to the Bintulu Old Town from a
Tanjung Batu road, when that is done, whether that design would be up for a public viewing and also
for public comment to make sure that the public people are also involve in the whole process.
And, I cannot agree with the third thing, is that the Sibiew road which travels along that road
every day and the junction you are talking about there is no traffic light and it very dangerous because
the right-turn at the Taman Puteri there has already caused many accidents and deadly accident
even. So, it is necessary and people using that road are asking that to be done. So, can that be
done? I mean, I cannot understand why BDA cannot see how the people are saying apart from the
rules they are applying to answer the questions I have asked. Thank you, Tuan Speaker.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): Thank you. Tuan Speaker may I answer this
question? First of all, I am not very familiar with the view. That I must admit. If what you said, maybe
can right and I’m sure it is correct because you are living in Bintulu. I will ask my officer to relook at
that.
And regarding the Old Bintulu Town and so on, we will make sure that we have input from
people who are living in that area to tell us what needs to be done. That we will look into it. And thank
you very much for giving me that clarification and I will in due cause and inform my officers have a
look all these suggestions, okay. And may I continue now? On other requests.
Other Requests
As request for new roads and upgrading of roads by Ahli-ahli Yang Berhormat, these have
been recorded and included in the road connectivity database, so all your instructions, all your
requests, we put into database, we will keep that in mind including my good friend from Pelawan,
your requests has been included in. When there is money available we will be looking at them more
seriously, when the money is available from the State as well from Federal Government.
Ahli Yang Berhormat for Tamin on the request to upgrade abandoned logging roads are as
follows, these are the roads that needs to upgrading, it is abandoned logging roads.
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Rh. Pengarah to Rh. Emong Ulu Mukah, Sibu;
SK Pakoh to Ng Bunau, Ulu Oya, Selangau;
Ng Selangau to Rh. Kundang Ulu Selangau; and
Bekas Jalan Balak Rh. Ganya to Rh. Amping Ulu Oya.
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Ahli Yang Berhormat for Kabong on the request to install smart traffic light at Nyabor junction.
Ahli Yang Berhormat for Balingian on the request to build a bypass road at Kuala Balingian Service
Centre.
Ahli Yang Berhormat for Pelagus for the following requests:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

New road from Baleh Bridge, Rh. Belaja to Nanga Benin, SK Nanga Pelagus and to the
Pelagus Resort;
New road for Rumah Undi, Rumah Seli, Rumah Mamut, Rumah Ai Antawau, Sg. Bena;
New road from Rh. Tang to Nanga Dap to Rumah Ngelai, Nanga Danau, Merit;
Approach road to the proposed ferry at Nanga Tulie;
Upgrading ex-timber road from Jalan Batu Arang to Rumah Sekudan, Sungai Pelagus;
and
Upgrading ex-timber road to Rumah Laja and SK Nanga Peraran from Song Logging
Company main timber road.

The above roads will be upgraded subject to the availability of fund which we will request.
Ahli Yang Berhormat for Ngemah, on the proposal to:
(a)
(b)

Tarseal the road from Batu Luking to Rumah Catherine Pinit along Batang Rajang; and
Tarseal the road from Sedaya to Lian Hap Chinese area along Batang Rajang.

Ahli Yang Berhormat for Bukit Begunan on the following projects:
(a)
(b)
(c)

Improvement of road from Pekan Pantu to Kerangas/Engkeranji and Semulong, Lingga;
Construction of new road from Menuang to Langgir, Lingga; and
Improvement of road from Menangkin to Simpang Kerangas/Engkeranji, Lingga.

Ahli Yang Berhormat for Tanjong Datu on the proposed alternative road from the Pan Borneo
Highway Sarawak to Lundu town without passing through Kampung Stunggang. Is that correct? Ya
Lundu. Why Tanjung Batu? Ya Tanjong Datu. Sorry, sorry. No wonder why talking about Sematan
area. Okay, Tanjong Dato, sorry. Ahli Yang Berhormat for Tanjong Datu not Tanjung Batu, sorry on
the proposed alternative road from the Pan Borneo Highway Sarawak to Lundu town without passing
through Kampung Stunggang Baru.
Ahli Yang Berhormat for Murum on the following:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)
(l)

Bina baharu jalan lot pertanian BRS Sungai Asap;
Naik taraf Jalan Bekas Balak ke Penempatan Semula Tegulang;
Naik taraf Jalan Bekas Balak ke Penempatan Semula Metalun;
Naik taraf Jalan Bekas Balak ke Lusong Laku;
Naik taraf Jalan Bekas Balak ke Ulu Jelalong, Tubau;
Naik taraf Jalan Bekas Balak ke Long Urun, Murum;
Naik taraf Jalan Bekas Balak ke Long Bala;
Naik taraf Jalan Bekas Balak ke Long Koran;
Naik taraf Jalan Bekas Balak ke Long Tebila;
Naik taraf Jalan Bekas Balak ke Ulu Sujan;
Naik taraf Jalan Bekas Balak ke Ulu Sungai Linau; and
Naik taraf Jalan Bekas Balak ke Long Senep.

The above timber roads, Tuan Speaker, will be improved upon the availability of the fund.
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Ahli Yang Berhormat for Beting Maro on the proposed:
(a)
(b)

Upgrading of road to Pusa/Batang Maro; and
Construction of new road from Jalan Tanjung Lilin Beladin to Tanjung Asam.

Ahli Yang Berhormat for Engkilili on the new road requested as follows:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)

Rumah Will/Stuga, Batang Ai Hilir, Engkilili, Rumah Tila, Sg. Pak, Sengkabang;
Rumah Karim, SK Nanga Tabut, SK Nanga Lidong, Betong;
Skrang Hilir, Tisak, Rembai, Kaong, Rumah Tawie-Duri Bangat, Rumah Muda Issue
Bangat, Rumah Dussie, Rumah Wellece Jarau, Pelasok;
Rumah Uncat, Rumah Nyalau, Nibong, Rumah Philip, Rumah Lampas, Titok, Rumah
Antau, Bunu Beging, Rumah Kudang, Berenggang, Rumah Isau Gelong, Rumah Paun
Merio Tambak, Rumah Jawa, Rumah Melina, Rumah Bayi, Rumah Tupi, Rumah Buda,
Merio; and
Rumah Dabong Stengin, Rumah Ameh, Rumah Entayau, Stengin.

Ahli Yang Berhormat for Demak Laut, on the proposed bridge connecting Kpg Beradek
Semilang and Tiang Api to Bandaraya Kuching.
My Ministry recognizes the importance of all these requests and JKR Sarawak will study them
and will seek the necessary funding, taking cognizance of their benefits to the Rakyat and the cost
of these proposed projects to the Federal and State Governments for their implementation. And for
this reason, we are taking all of these requests into on our database so that when the time come and
the money is available, we will take them and improve on them on your requests.
Conclusion
Tuan Speaker, on conclusion...(Interruption)…
YB Encik Chiew Chiu Sing: Thank you Tuan Speaker. Tuan Speaker, on the BDA issues that the
Honourable Minister was talking about that two other things that I brought up weather I could bring
it to you, Honourable Minister? There are not on roads but there are two other issues Honourable
Minister, there are 45 shop lots owner at the Commerce Square Mall at Parkcity. These 45 units of
this shop lots are like this. This is the road level, as high as this table, the shop lots are down there
and these people cannot do business. It has been three years it has been like that, so BDA came
on and they charge them the assessment fee for it. Which is right because they have already been
issued the OP and to move in but they cannot do business. So, whether BDA can consider that this
assessment fee be waived because like I said the road is at this level and the shops down there,
how they can do business when loading and unloading and everything. It is not possible so please
consider that and see if they can come out with the answer for that and the other thing is about the
softball field that people in Bintulu has been asking for and Yang Berhormat Menteri and I had play
softball before at elementary school in Bintulu. Now, there are still no proper softball field so whether
that could be, they have, the people the association has communicate to BDA but there’s no answer
from them and I think it’s very important and very healthy thing wheather BDA and the Ministry can
see that this softball field is being built for these people, and presently they are practising like we
were before, people in the football field and also people are playing Frisbee there also so it’s kind of
dangerous when the softball been hit and bat is been spun around. Thank you, Tuan Speaker.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): Thank you very much Ahli Yang Berhormat for
Tanjung Batu.
Tuan Speaker, there are three issues here; I would like to know, first of all you may write to us on
your program, your problem that you have, write to my Ministry, I will ever look into that. That is one.
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That shophouse is it private sector driven, who built it, was it the government built the shophouse or
private sector who built it? They built it below the road, was it their design?
YB Encik Chiew Chiu Sing: …(Inaudible)…
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): My Ministry, this Government will not be responsible
to ask them to move anywhere because they do it themselves, they built it below the
road…(Interruption)…
YB Encik Chiew Chiu Sing: Ya but because that is another issue with the contractor, yes Sir, the
problem is about the assessment fee because they cannot do business there at all and whether BDA
could consider that?
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): To the fault and design that you ask the government
to have to look into consideration to reduce the assessment fees, that’s what you are saying?
YB Encik Chiew Chiu Sing: Yes, propose to waive it or reduce it.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): So the faults is not with the government
…(Interruption)…
YB Encik Chiew Chiu Sing: The assessment fee that they announce to pay…(Interruption)…
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): So the fault is not with the government but you ask
them for consideration, that’s what you are saying, is that correct?
YB Encik Chiew Chiu Sing: Ya.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): The second thing is on softball. They asked me to
answer that, I know but that is not under ambit of my Ministry, Tuan Speaker, that will be under the
ambit of the Ministry of Sport. Perhaps I may raise it up to see them after this meeting, raise it up
next issue so that you and I can have a look at proper planning on softball. Is that what you’re
suggesting, right? I will not be able to answer you on this round, ya.
Tuan Speaker, may I proceed for my conclusion?
Tuan Speaker: Ya, proceed, proceed.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Infrastruktur dan Pembangunan Pelabuhan (YB Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Dr James Jemut Anak Masing): Before I conclude, Tuan Speaker, I wish to thank
you, Tuan Speaker, for successfully conducting and managing the proceedings of this august House
in a respectful manner and with proper decorum. And I would like also to congratulate Encik Pele
Peter Tinggom for being appointed as the new Secretary to this august House. It seems, Tuan
Speaker, that we may, no need to have acoustic when he starts to speak.
To all Ahli-ahli Yang Berhormat including those in the opposition, thank you for your relevant
questions, valuable comments and suggestions throughout the sitting. All of your comments and
suggestions will be taken as a guide for us to further improve our efficiency and effectiveness in
discharging our duties and responsibilities to enhance our service delivery for the Rakyat. Please be
mindful that we take, we stand to be corrected this government. We cannot be 100% right all the
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time but please suggest to us what need to be improved in a manner that is more acceptable, you
don’t have to shout at us. Together we make Sarawak a better place for all of us.
I would also like to sincerely thank all the State Civil Service, my MIPD team and all the
agencies under my Ministry’s purview and watching brief, members of the Media and everyone who
has been assisting and contributing towards the smooth running of this august House.
Finally, happy belated Deepavali to all Hindus, Selamat Maulidur Rasul to all Muslims which
fell on 9th of November 2019, and to all my Christian friends, I would like to wish all of you in advance
a very happy Christmas and to all of us in this House a Happy New Year 2020. Thank you, Tuan
Speaker.
Tuan Speaker: Dengan hormatnya saya menjemput Yang Berhormat Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas, Timbalan Ketua Menteri, Menteri Pemodenan Pertanian, Tanah Adat dan Pembangunan
Wilayah dan Ahli Dewan Undangan Negeri N.37 Bukit Saban untuk menyampaikan ucapan
penggulungan.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): Terima kasih Tuan Speaker. First of all, I would like to welcome 42 members of Persatuan
Tuai Rumah dari daerah kecil Spaoh at the gallery.
Secondly, I would like to congratulate the following who have been bestowed with State awards
on the occasion of 83rd birthday celebration of His Excellency the Governor Sarawak.
First, Yang Berhormat Datuk Amar Jaul Samion, the State Secretary and Yang Berbahagia
Datuk Amar Ahmad Tarmizi Bin Haji Sulaiman, State Financial Secretary who have been bestowed
Datuk Amar Bintang Kenyalang.
I would also like to congratulate Yang Berhormat Minister of Local Government and Housing,
ADUN N.14 Batu Kawah who has been bestowed Yang Amat Mulia Bintang Kenyalang, Panglima
Negara Bintang Sarawak (P.N.B.S).
I would also like to congratulate Yang Berhormat Assistant Minister in the Chief Minister Office,
ADUN for N.7 Samariang, Yang Berhormat Assistant Minister for Industrial Development ADUN N.34
Batang Ai and Yang Berhormat Assistant Minister of Agriculture and ADUN N.79 Bukit Kota. Three
of them awarded Darjah Utama Yang Amat Mulia Bintang Kenyalang Sarawak.
I would also like to congratulate Yang Berhormat ADUN N.16 Muara Tuang who has been
awarded Darjah Yang Amat Mulia Bintang Sarawak, Panglima Setia Bintang Sarawak.
I would also like to congratulate Yang Berhormat Assistant Minister of Education, Science,
Technological Research and Assistant Minister for Housing and Public Health, ADUN N.55 also
ADUN N.22 and ADUN N.5, all three of them awarded Pingat Johan Bintang Sarawak (J.B.S.).
Finally, congratulations to ADUN N.58 Balingian and ADUN N.6 Tupong for being awarded
Panglima Bintang Kenyalang, (JBK). Tahniah to all of them.
Tuan Speaker, I am winding up at this stage, as a Second Minister of Finance. First of all, I
would like to congratulate our Chief Minister, Yang Amat Berhormat Datuk Patinggi (Dr) Abang Haji
Abdul Rahman Zohari Bin Tun Datuk Abang Haji Openg for tabling a people-centric 2020 State
Budget with a theme “Accelerating Growth for the Wellbeing of All Sarawakians”. To Ahli-ahli Yang
Berhormat, I would like to record my appreciation for your active participation in the debate of the
Supply (2020) Bill, 2019 as well as your constructive comments, invaluable suggestions and support
on the 2020 State Budget Proposal.
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Tuan Speaker, as we are entering into the 12 th Malaysia Plan (2021 – 2025), the 2020 Budget
is critical in ensuring all committed and ongoing projects continue to be implemented as scheduled.
The State Government is committed to gear up its inclusive and balanced development agenda with
ultimate aim to benefit the rakyat from the fruits of development.
The progress of all these projects is monitored through the State Development Coordination
Committee which is chaired by Yang Amat Berhormat Ketua Menteri himself. The meetings are held
regularly at various Divisions throughout the State.
Meeting Global Challenges
Tuan Speaker, now, let me give a snapshot of the current economic environment and its
prospects. According to World Economic Outlook, October 2019 by International Monetary Fund,
the world economy is projected to slowdown from 3.6% in 2018 to 3% in 2019. The economic growth
is expected to pick up at 3.4% in 2020. The slowdown is mainly due to escalation of trade conflicts,
tighter financial conditions and geopolitical tensions.
The escalating trade war between the United States and China has adversely impacted the
businesses and financial market sentiment; trigger financial market volatility as well as investment
and trade slowdown. We, nonetheless should leverage on our strengths in terms of business-friendly
policies, good infrastructure as well as attractive incentives, in facing these challenges positively to
entice foreign direct investment in high value-added products and services in the State.
Tuan Speaker, the National economy is projected to grow at 4.7% in 2019 largely supported
by the growth in private consumption and private investment as well as higher contribution from the
services and manufacturing sectors. In spite of the challenging global economic conditions, the
economy is projected to expand at 4.8% next year.
Tuan Speaker, as for the State economy, it is expected to grow at 4.5% to 5% this year
underpinned by the stronger growth in the services and manufacturing sector as well as substantial
public spending in infrastructure. As for 2020, the State economy is projected to grow at 5.5% to 6%
with the continued implementation of major projects such as Coastal Road Network, Second Trunk
Road, Sarawak Water Supply Grid Programme (Stressed Areas), Rural Electrification Scheme, as
well as other rural transformation initiatives that will act as stimulus to cushion the impact of the
global economic slowdown.
State Budget 2020
Tuan Speaker,
The global economy continues to face economic and geo-political turbulence and
uncertainties. Therefore, the State needs to maintain its resilience by balancing short-term counter
cyclical policies with prudent fiscal management and focus on strengthening medium-term growth.
This is even more critical as we are a commodity and resource-based economy, where fluctuations
in commodity prices would have a significant impact on our revenue and economic growth.
Therefore, in the 2020 Budget, the State Government will continue to pursue a three-pronged
strategy.
(a)

(b)

(c)

Continue to diversify its economy with special focus on modernization of agriculture,
strengthening infrastructure, advancing tourism and accelerating human capital
development;
Accelerate the rural transformation initiatives with the implementation of various major
infrastructure works such as roads and bridges, basic public amenities and facilities that
would help to spur economic growth and stimulate demand; and
Continue to enhance the State revenue through revenue re-engineering so that the State
could have the fiscal flexibility in managing its financial resources and in strategizing its
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development agenda. This will enable State to expeditiously implement infrastructure
projects and basic amenities throughout the State and at the same time building ample
reserves to weather any eventualities.
These strategies are critical in meeting our objectives to accelerate the development in the
State to ensure balanced development between the urban and rural areas.
The State will vigorously intensify the implementation of high impact and people centric
projects in line with its development agenda. More areas will be opened up for productive economic
activities that will provide greater job and business opportunities. This will eventually uplift and
enhance the well-being of the rakyat especially the rural community.
The implementation of the Sarawak Digital Economy initiatives will also be continued to
leapfrog the State economy focuses on precision agriculture, Industry 4.0, tourism, e-commerce,
smart city and digital government.
Budget Pillars
Tuan Speaker, in our efforts to accelerate the growth of the State economy, we must be mindful
that growth must come with its equitable distribution of income and balance development. Therefore,
it is important for me to highlight the three pillars that underpinned the 2020 State Budget: First, it is
a people-centric and inclusive Budget where the State’s policies and initiative on socio-economic
development are focusing on the rakyat well-being; Second, our journey towards a high-income
economy must be supported by technological development and digital technologies, which can be
unleashed for productivity-led growth. Leveraging on digitalization will also increase efficiency,
transparency and productivity as well as enhance Government service delivery towards meeting the
growing expectations from the rakyat. And third, balance approach that gives relatively equal
emphasis to both urban and rural development. Imbalance and skewed development, if not
addressed proactively, would eventually become a source of social conflict and tensions in future,
especially in a multi-ethnic society like Sarawak.
In a nutshell, the 2020 Budget is an expansionary budget where substantial allocation is
provided to accelerate the State economic growth with special focus on transforming the rural areas
and strengthening growth enablers particularly roads, bridges, utilities and other facilities that will lay
strong foundation for active private sector participation in the economy; which in turn will generate
more economic and job opportunities to the rakyat.
Tuan Speaker,
Budget Formulation
I would like to respond to the issues raised by Ahli-ahli Yang Berhormat for Kota Sentosa,
Pelawan and Krian with regards to the 2020 Budget. They have alleged that the 2020 Budget is
unrealistic where there are no actual funds provided for the implementation of the strategic initiatives.
This is a baseless allegation which reflects their ignorant and lack of understanding on the public
sector financial management and how the State Budget is formulated.
In order for us to advance and accelerate growth in the State and to be at par with other
counterparts in Malaysia, it is imperative for us to leverage on alternative funding mechanism. The
healthy financial position and substantial reserves built over the years as well as commendable
investment grade credit ratings affirmed by reputable international rating houses, have given the
State the capacity to source funding from the capital market, and thus ensure its fiscal flexibility.
Hence, the 2020 development expenditure programme will be financed from the State Budget
and via alternative financing initiative to implement the various key strategic programmes in the
State.
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Tuan Speaker, I would also like to emphasize that formulation of the State Budget amongst
others, is made based on certain key robust assumptions. These include the projected revenues that
the State would derive from tax and non-tax revenue in that particular year. As for the imposition of
the State Sales Tax on petroleum products, it was done in accordance with the State laws and
Sarawak sovereign rights provided under the Federal Constitution. Thus, it is legally correct and
appropriate that we factor in this revenue source in the proposed Budget. This is a common practice
in both public and private sectors to factor in expected revenue in the preparation of the budget.
Tuan Speaker, on the issue of sales tax on petroleum products, only PETRONAS who is a
recalcitrant and refused to pay the tax for reason only known to themselves…(Interruption)…
YB Encik Chong Chieng Jen: Thank you, Tuan Speaker. Thank you, Honourable Minister. As
Honourable Minister has reaffirmed that the State Government is going to raise funds through the
so-called alternative financing model i.e. borrowing from the private sector and the capital market.
My question is, how much will be borrowed through this mechanism? As I have gone through what
was proposed by the Yang Amat Berhormat the Chief Minister, the proposed amount for next year’s
expenditure is at least RM22 billion. If going by what was mentioned by him in the budget and the
proposed development expenditure RM6.5 billion. Total expenditure RM9 billion. So i.e. there is an
excess of RM13 billion of the amount that is going to be approved today, to be paid by the
government, by the State coffer. In other words, if going by what was mentioned by the Chief
Minister, at least RM13 billion is going to be borrowed through the capital market and private sector
through your alternative financing model. Would it not be risky and very indiscreet for a government
to borrow such a huge sum and your development budget is only RM6.5 billion. You are borrowing
about RM13 billion. That is double the amount of your development expenditure. Can I seek your
opinion on that?
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): Tuan Speaker the detail of the alternative financing will be elaborated by Yang Amat
Berhormat later on when he answers the question. But, Tuan Speaker, these are not necessary if
Yang Berhormat had keep his promise to give us 20% royalty. If you give us 15% tax, but never keep
your promise. Secondly, withdrawal of project from the federal government, berapa tadi jambatan?
Yang ketiga, if you have fought hard enough for Sarawak then these issues are not, does not arise.
But for us in Sarawak, the GPS government … (interruption) …
YB Encik Chong Chieng Jen: …. (Inaudible) …
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): I’m not giving you the... No, no I haven’t finish. I have not finish. I have not finish. Standing
Order 33 is very clear. If I didn’t give you way, you cannot stand up.
As I have spelt out in this earlier budget, we have responsibility to do. No. 1, we want to make
Sarawak developed by the year 2030. Which means we must improve the livelihood of Sarawakians.
Develop Sarawak. That is GPS commitment. (Applause)
But we are lucky because we have a very smart Chief Minister who understands economics,
does not politicise. Enda bula enda menang. And we are, the Chief Minister is a responsible leader.
He adheres to the principle of prudence. He adheres to the… it is Guan Eng who will bankrupt. Now
we know, now we know the truth who advised Guan Eng, who advised Guan Eng, come here and
tell Sarawakians we are going to get bankrupt. These are the advisors. (Applause) You are a traitor
to Sarawak.
YB Encik Chong Chieng Jen: … (Inaudible) …
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): Because of your ignorance. Sit down. 33.
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Tuan Speaker: Honourable Members, the Deputy Chief Minister is responding to the question
raised. If you don’t want him to answer, don’t raise the question. He’s only responding.
YB Encik Chong Chieng Jen: … (Inaudible) ….
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): My question to you…(Interruption)…
Tuan Speaker: Order. Let the Deputy Chief Minister continue.
YB Encik Chong Chieng Jen: … (Inaudible) …
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): So actually …what number? What number?
YB Encik Chong Chieng Jen: … (Inaudible) …
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): What is your number? Sit down. Where? Which number? Mana? What number? How can
you ask me to sit down?
Tuan Speaker: No. Continue. Continue. Deputy Chief Minister, continue. Proceed. Proceed.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): Ok. In fact, when you stand up here. You are jealous that we have the resources to develop
Sarawak. (Applause) Cemburu. Because you cannot bluff the people in Sarawak.
YB Encik Chong Chieng Jen: … (Inaudible) …
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): What number?
Tuan Speaker: Member for Kota Sentosa, sit down. Sit down. Sit down. Sit down. Continue.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): Order 33. No member should interrupt another member to speak. S.O 33. Here. Clear. So
you sit down.
Tuan Speaker: Continue. Continue.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): Okay. The other oil and gas companies operating in Sarawak. I continue ya Tuan Speaker?
Tuan Speaker: Ya. Continue.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): …(Continue)…duly recognise the State’s rights in imposing sales tax and have accordingly
paid the 5% tax due to the State. As clearly stated by the Yang Amat Berhormat Ketua Menteri in
his budget speech if the payment from PETRONAS is not forthcoming. The State government will
let the law to take its course.
Can you withdraw that statement, Pending? Berapa kali sudah cakap? You think we are not
serious? It is thus, irresponsible on the part of Ahli Yang Berhormat for Krian to insinuate
…(Interruption)…
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Tuan Speaker: Order, order, order. Order, order.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): …(Continue)…that the 2020 State Budget is meant to mislead and manifestly reckless just
to score cheap political points. Outrages allegations made by opposition members in discrediting the
financial management of the state is a flimsy attempt to cover up the flaws and weaknesses of the
2020 Federal budget under the Pakatan Harapan themselves.
Revenue Enhancement
Tuan Speaker, revenue enhancement. On the issue raised by Ahli Yang Berhormat… saya
pun ketawa.
On the issue raised by Ahli Yang Berhormat for Pujut, I wish to reiterate that the State
Government does not simply impose or raise taxes at our whim and fancy. We are better than that.
Even though it has the power to do so. A thorough study has been done before a calculated decision
being made for imposition of the sales tax on any product and services. The imposition of sales tax
is not meant to burden the rakyat, for instance, sales tax on petroleum products as well as aluminium
products is only confined to products export outside Sarawak. Similarly, when the State decided to
increase raw water tariff, it does not affect the consumers. It only involves the utility provider, the
water boards and Sarawak Energy Berhad.
It is the responsibility of a caring government, caring GPS government, to continue to provide
and cater for the ever growing needs of the rakyat. Than can only be done if we have the necessary
financial means to carry out the various development efforts. One of the measures to achieve this is
to diversify and expand our revenue stream.
Bumiputera Participation In State Government Projects.
Tuan Speaker, on the issue raised by Ahli Yang Berhormat for Telang Usan on Bumiputera
participation in the State government projects, the State has the following policies … ini cakap apa?
… (Interruption) …
YB Dr Ting Tiong Choon: Be a gentleman. Be a gentleman. Thank you, Tuan Speaker. Thank you,
Honourable Minister. Regarding the tax collected or whatever you call it, levy or royalty, water royalty.
The additional, this 250% increase in water royalty from RM240 million to RM600 million a year. Can
the Minister please tell the chamber here, who is paying those royalty RM360 million? Is it not
Sarawakian that is paying for that despite its water board, its SESCO they are still the Sarawakians
that is paying for that. And yet the minister, deputy minister, everyone will get RM5 cheaper water
rate.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): You also got RM5.
YB Dr Ting Tiong Choon: I get. I get. Thank you.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): I think I have read that very clearly just now so I don’t intend to repeat. You read the hansard
tomorrow. At least the contractor participate…(Interruption…) I have to move on.
(a)

At least 30% of the work component are allocated to Bumiputera contractors for mega
projects such as the coastal road, second trunk road and some of the main packages of
the Sarawak Water Supply Grid Programme (stressed area);
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(b)

(c)

(d)

For project which value less than RM100,000 the participation is restricted to class F
Bumiputera contractors, registered with the State Unit Pendaftaran Kontraktor dan
Juruperunding (UPKJ) only;
Three, for project with the value more than RM100,000.00 at least 30% of yearly
development allocation are relocated for UPKJ registered Bumiputera contractors only;
and
Four, for Rural Transformation Project (RTP). The participations are restricted to UPKJ
restricted Bumiputera contractors only. The objective for this special program is to
provide opportunities among local contractors within the district and division to participate
in the development areas.

As a pre-requisite the Bumiputera contractors must be technically and financially qualified to
participate in project to ensure projects are successfully implemented. We will update and enhance
procurement policies and procedure from time to time to encourage Bumiputera participation in the
implementation of the State Government projects.
Federal Allocation
Tuan Speaker, as announced in 2020 National Budget, the total Federal Budget expenditure
is RM56 billions of which only RM4.4 billion or 7.8% will be allocated to Sarawak. This is not of what
has been promised by Pakatan Harapan in the Election Manifesto, Buku Harapan Rebuilding our
Nation, Fulfilling our Hope. Promise no. 42. This promise stated up to 30% budget allocating for each
year will be devoted to Sabah and Sarawak. Obviously Pakatan Harapan has not fulfil its promised
and lie to the people of Sarawak. Janji tinggal janji, ini juga, semaya balang.
The mere 7.8% in the development allocation to Sarawak indicate that the Federal Government
has disregard or tremendous contribution to national economy and Federal coffers. We call upon the
Federal Government to honour and fulfil all their obligations and promises towards Sarawak. MP
Sarawak tidak tolong.
Financing Public Project Initiatives
Tuan Speaker, all of us are fully aware that the State is at a critical stage of development where
it needs to leapfrog its strategic infrastructure development, be it physical infrastructure, institutional
framework or human capital development. At the same time, it also needs to fast track the
development momentum to achieve the State’s desired development objective. It is undeniable; of
course, such investment and initiative require significant resources and capital funding programme.
With that, to complement the State Annual Budget, the State is leveraging on alternative financing
initiatives to allow the State to have the fiscal flexibility in strategizing and implementing its
development programmes and projects.
On top of this, the broadening of State’s revenue base has further strengthened its financial
capacity which put the State in a better position to plan its development agenda in a concerted and
self-determined manner.
Tuan Speaker, the State’s current sound financial position and stable socio-political
environment have given the State the competitive advantage and ability to tap into the capital market.
The State’s commendable investment credit ratings of A3 and A- by Moody’s and Standard & Poor’s,
respectively, as well as AAA by Rating Agency Malaysia (RAM), have also put the State in the radar
screen of both domestic and international investment communities.
Given these strengths and opportunity to capitalize on them, the State would be able to source
for competitive alternative funding in the market as to achieve its desired fiscal flexibility. The State
would then be able to:

31

BELUM DISUNTING
13 NOVEMBER 2019
(a)
(b)
(c)

Balance and manage its cash-flow requirement between the needs of meeting current
expenditures and maintain ample reserve for sustainable future;
Ensure funds are readily available as to keep the development momentum throughout
the State continues without funding uncertainty; and
Maintain healthy reserves for sustainable future and to cushion itself against any
unfavourable global economic conditions, and ultimately to ensure financial autonomy of
the State.
Sound Financial Management and Good Governance

Tuan Speaker, I am pleased to inform this august House that the State has once again being
accorded with a Clean Bill of Health for its Public Accounts for financial year 2018. This is the 17 th
consecutive year of clean record.
The is a testimony to the State’s sound financial management and good governance. We will
continue to inculcate and instil good financial governance and discipline as an integral principle of
our work culture in managing State’s finances. Good governance demands from us accountability,
transparency, compliance and integrity.
It is even more imperative now for us to strive and sustain our Clean Bill of Health amidst our
effort in pursuing the strategic development agenda of the State.
Preparation for the 12th Malaysia Plan (2021-2025)
This year marks the transition between the final year of the 11th Malaysia Plan and setting the
stage for the 12th Malaysia Plan. This is the critical phase for us to craft our development agenda
with a clear strategic direction to ensure an inclusive, balanced and sustainable development in the
State for the next five years.
On the requests by the Honourable Members, we take note of your proposal programmes and
projects. Due consideration will be given for the implementation of the programmes and projects
under the 12th Malaysia Plan taking into account, amongst others, priority of the projects, impact of
the projects to the rakyat as well as the capacity to implement and to finance the projects.
Tuan Speaker,
Conclusion
A United Sarawak
The State Government will continue to focus on developing the State and creating wealth for
the wellbeing of the rakyat. However, this would not be possible if the people are disunited, having
communal conflicts and hatred among them. If this happened, all our efforts will be laid to waste.
Therefore, Tuan Speaker, it is paramount that unity and social cohesion among the rakyat be
maintained and strengthened, as Sarawak has been well known as a model of unity, where people
of diverse ethnicities and cultures could interact harmoniously and with a sense of respect towards
one another. That is why we strongly object to the effort of certain quarters who tried to instigate and
influence the rakyat and bring over a culture of animosities and hatred through any means, covert or
otherwise. Therefore, I hope and urge all Sarawakian to unequivocally oppose and reject those who
choose to divide and conquer us.
Tuan Speaker, in conclusion, I would like to record my utmost appreciation to your goodself,
Tuan Speaker, for endeavouring to conduct the Session competently, professionally and fairly. I also
wish to express my sincere thanks to the staff of the Dewan and all Government officers for their
hard work and dedication.
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To Ahli-Ahli Yang Berhormat and those who are celebrating Christmas; A Merry and Blessed
Christmas; and to each and every one of us a very happy and prosperous New Year 2020. Sekian,
terima kasih.
Tuan Speaker: Honourable Deputy Chief Minister, do you wish to continue or you want to have a
break for your another Ministry or you want to do it to this afternoon?
Timbalan Ketua Menteri dan Menteri Kewangan Kedua (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas): Your decision, Sir.
Tuan Speaker: Ahli-Ahli Yang Berhormat, sitting is adjourned, we shall resume our meeting at 2.30
p.m.
(Mesyuarat ditangguhkan pada jam 11:54 pagi)
(Mesyuarat dimulakan pada jam 2:46 petang)
[Timbalan Speaker mempengerusikan Mesyuarat]
Timbalan Speaker: Ahli-ahli Yang Berhormat dengan hormatnya saya menjemput Yang Berhormat
Datuk Amar Douglas Uggah Embas, Timbalan Ketua Menteri; Menteri Pemodenan Pertanian, Tanah
Adat dan Pembangunan Wilayah; dan Ahli Dewan Undang Negeri N.37 Bukit Saban untuk
menyampaikan ucapan penggulungan.
Timbalan Ketua Menteri; dan Menteri Pemodenan Pertanian, Tanah Adat dan Pembangunan
Wilayah (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Uggah Embas): Terima kasih Tuan Speaker. Firstly, I would
like to join the Cabinet colleagues and other members of this esteemed august House, in
congratulating the Right Honourable Chief Minister for presenting for the brilliant and impressive
2020 State Budget theme of “Accelerating Development for the Wellbeing of All Sarawakians.” The
2020 State Budget is noteworthy in that it is again a development-biased and rural-focused budget.
The rural focus is reflected in the RM4.141 billion that is allocated for the development in the rural
areas, representing 63% of total development expenditure. This shows the strong and continued
commitment by the GPS Government in bringing development to the rural areas.
I am very grateful to the Sarawak Government for allocating RM797 million in the 2020 budget
for strengthening agriculture development. This amount is an increase of RM347 million or 77% over
the 2019 approved allocation. I will provide some details in a short while on the purpose of the
allocation.
FEDERAL BUDGET
Tuan Speaker, aside from the allocations under the State budget for agriculture development,
we also receive development allocations from the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-based
Industry (MOA) and the Federal Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI).
Ministry Of Agriculture And Agro-Based Industry (MOA)
Tuan Speaker, the allocation from the Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-based Industry (MOA)
is disbursed through eight Departments and Agencies namely; Department of Agriculture Sarawak,
Department of Veterinary Services Sarawak, Drainage and Irrigation Department Sarawak, IADA
Kalaka Saribas-Betong, IADA Samarahan, IADA Batang Lupar, Jabatan Perikanan Laut Sarawak
(JPLS) and Lembaga Kemajuan Ikan Malaysia (LKIM).
For year 2020, the allocation from MOA is RM88.9 million and will be used to fund a total of 48
programmes in Sarawak. However, I wish to highlight that two agencies will see a reduction in their
allocation in 2020. The first is the Department of Veterinary Services Sarawak whose allocation is
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reduced by 25% from RM11.55 million in 2019 to RM8.65 million in 2020. The other is IADA
Samarahan whose allocation is reduced by 49% from RM9.32 million in 2019 to RM4.75 million in
2020.
Ministry Of Primary Industries (MPI)
Tuan Speaker, the allocation from the Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI) in 2020 amounts to
RM66.32 million. This is a reduction of 9.4% compared to the RM73.17 million that was approved in
2019.
Implication of Reduction in the Federal Budget
Tuan Speaker, the reduction in allocation for agriculture development for the affected agencies
will have implications on our plans to develop our agriculture sector. We have taken this reduction
in the Federal allocation into consideration in our own budgetary planning for agriculture for the year
2020. The State development budget for agriculture has therefore been adjusted accordingly.
MINISTRY BUDGET 2020
Tuan Speaker, for year 2020, Sarawak Government has allocated a total sum of RM797 million
to implement various agriculture development programmes and activities.
This allocation will put us further along the road towards becoming a net food exporter by 2030
as well as to improve our food security position through transformation of our agriculture sector. We
are confident that the initiatives that we have implemented will produce the desired result. There is
much to be done as Malaysia is ranked fortieth (40 th) in the Global Food Security Index, compared
to our neighbour, Singapore, which is ranked first (1 st).
The allocation will be used to finance the following programmes and activities:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

Agriculture Facilitation Fund (AFF) Programme;
Sarawak Reef Ball Project;
Cash and Equipment Assistance for Fishermen during Musim Landas;
Establishment of Agropark in Sungai Sian and Sungai Baji, Sarikei; and Sadong Jaya,
Samarahan;
Collection, Processing and Packaging Centre (CPPC) in Serian, Betong, Lawas,
Limbang, Samarahan and Miri;
Project Development for Crops, Fishery and Livestock;
Various Agriculture Irrigation Projects under IRSDA; and
Establishment of Pig Farming Areas in Sibu, Samarahan and Bintulu.
Agriculture Facilitation Fund (AFF) Programme

Tuan Speaker, the GPS Government is very concern on the impact of the depressed price of
commodities on the income of the smallholders. A large number of smallholders in Sarawak depend
on the cultivation of commodity crops such as oil palm, rubber and pepper as their main source of
income.
In order to assist those farmers to weather the current period of low prices, the Sarawak
Government proposes to implement several measures under the AFF Programme.
The first measure is to provide assistance to farmers in the form of farm inputs such as fertiliser
and agro-chemical in order to reduce their cost of production and therefore increase their net farm
income. To implement this programme the Sarawak Government has allocated RM10 million in
2020.
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For rubber, in addition to existing Rubber Production Incentive (IPG) and Bantuan Musim
Tengkujuh (BMT) programmes by the Federal Government, the Sarawak Government will allocate
a total sum of RM4.2 million from AFF in 2020.
In addition to the above programmes, we encourage smallholders to diversify their agriculture
activities by planting other short term crops such as fruits and vegetables, and rearing of livestock
and aquaculture. These additional activities of the farmers will be funded under the AFF Programme.
In line with our push to become a net food exporter by 2030, we are encouraging more
entrepreneurs and youths to venture into food production along the whole supply chain. This includes
the emphasis on the adoption of precision farming and digital technologies.
In general, the promoted agriculture activities under the AFF programme include the following
but not limited to:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)

Cash incentive for rubber smallholders;
Rehabilitation of existing crops focusing on durian, coconut and other commercial fruits;
New planting of food crops focusing on pineapple, banana, coconut, and vegetables;
Production of food crops using fertigation and other intensive systems;
Supplying of agriculture inputs;
Kelulut bee rearing;
Aquaculture activities;
Livestock rearing; and
Production of value added food products.

For your information, the allocation for the agriculture facilitation fund is RM265 million.
Cash Assistance For Fishermen During Musim LANDAS
Tuan Speaker, the Sarawak Government sympathises with the difficulties faced by our
fishermen during landas season when their fishing activities are severely restricted. Hence, the
Sarawak Government is introducing Bantuan Musim Tengkujuh Nelayan (BMTN) amounting to
RM300 per month to registered and eligible fishermen. A sum of RM9.1 million has been approved
for this purpose. This special assistance will benefit a total of 6,078 fishermen including 891 inland
fishermen and 5,187 coastal fishermen.
Equipment Assistance For Fishermen
Tuan Speaker, to assist our fishermen to increase their catches and income, the Sarawak
Government has decided to provide special assistance to all our fishermen. The assistance will be
in the form of various types of fishing equipment. An allocation of RM20 million is made for 2020.
ESTABLISHMENT OF TAMAN KEKAL PENGELUARAN MAKANAN (KTPM)
AND AGROPARKS
Taman Kekal Pengeluaran Makanan (TKPM)
Tuan Speaker, in an effort to provide land and more efficient logistic and marketing services
for agrofood production areas, the Sarawak Government is promoting the development of Taman
Kekal Pengeluaran Makanan (TKPM). Since 2012, my Ministry has established five TKPMs in
Rampangi, Kuching; Semenggok, Kuching; Pejiru, Bau; Kabuloh, Miri; and Penipah, Mukah.
The total production from the five TKPMs over the period from January to August this year is
2,111 metric tonnes. TKPM Kabuloh contributed the highest volume at 1,924 metric tonnes followed
by TKPM Penipah with 116 metric tonnes; Semengok, 32.6 metric tonnes; Pejiru, 26.8 metric tonnes
and Rampangi, 11.8 metric tonnes.
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In addition to the five established TKPMs, we have started works on developing new TKPM at
Kubong, Limbang and at Sg Maaw, Sibu. These two new TKPMs will be operational in early 2020.
Adoption of Internet of Things (IoT) in TKPM Rampangi
Tuan Speaker, TKPM Rampangi which was established in 2017, have 40 units of Rain Shelter
System Farm House on a five hectares plot of land. The Rampangi TKPM focuses on the production
of high value fruit and vegetable crops such as golden melon and chilli.
I am glad to inform this august House, that the Government initiative to introduce the smart
farming technology has now become a reality in the TKPM Rampangi. The initiative at TKPM
Rampangi involves the installation of Internet of Things (IoT) control system for the fertigation system
of production. The installation of the IoT system is now completed and fully operational. All the
participants in TKPM Rampangi have been trained on the IoT system and their performance will be
monitored continuously by the technology provider as required under the contract.
Agroparks
Tuan Speaker, to complement the TKPM initiative, the Sarawak Government has embarked
on a programme to establish Agroparks. The development of these concentrated and integrated
agrofood production areas will enable the Government to provide land and improve the efficiency of
production and marketing activities and essential agriculture infrastructure and marketing facilities.
The Sarawak Government will provide essential infrastructure in the designated area and the
participants will be supported by appropriate agriculture support systems. This policy will allow more
young people to participate in promoted agriculture activities in a more systematic manner in line
with the Government objectives to accelerate the development of agriculture in Sarawak.
To date, three Agroparks have been approved by the Sarawak Government, two in Sarikei
Division and one in Samarahan Division. The Sadong Jaya and Sungai Sian Agroparks are still at
the planning stage.
COLLECTION, PROCESSING AND PACKAGING CENTRE (CPPC)
Tuan Speaker, there is a need to establish Collection, Processing and Packaging Centres
(CPPC) that meet Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) and Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point
(HACCP) standards. This is to enable our food products to meet global standard in term of safety,
quality and sustainability.
To date, my Ministry has planned to develop eight CPPC in various part of Sarawak. They
include the CPPC Tarat, Serian which specializes in processing of durian and is expected to be
operational at the end of December, 2019. Three other CPPCs at Lawas, Limbang and Sarikei are
in various stages of construction. The CPPC in Betong and the CPPC Lundu are still in the planning
stages. In addition to those six permanent CPPCs, my Ministry will also construct two temporary
CPPCs in Long Lama and at Layar Integrated Agriculture Station. The establishment of temporary
facilities at Long Lama and Layar is to ensure that market outlets are ready for the coming durian
season.
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT FOR CROPS, LIVESTOCK AND FISHERY
Tuan Speaker, I will now proceed to give updates on the other initiatives under agriculture
transformation programme that we have implemented.
Establishment of Sago Industry Development Board (SIDB)
Tuan Speaker, we believe that the sago industry has tremendous potential for growth.
Currently, Sarawak is the world’s largest exporter of sago flour. In 2018, Sarawak exported a total of
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41,729 metric tons of sago starch valued at RM88.27 million, mainly to Peninsular Malaysia and
Japan. We believe that the sago export value can be increased to RM100 million by year 2025.
To tap that potential, the Sarawak Government is setting up the Sago Industry Development
Board (SIDB) to oversee the orderly and rapid development of our sago industry.
Malaysian Sustainable Palm Oil Certification (MSPO)
Tuan Speaker, the introduction of Malaysian Sustainable Oil Palm (MSPO) certification to
produce Certified Sustainable Oil Palm (CSPO) based on sustainability frameworks has significant
impact on our 39,870 smallholders. The supply of CSPO is very crucial in maintaining its competitive
position in palm oil contributes significantly to the social and economic activities of the small holder
sub-sector.
In this connection, the Malaysian Government has made it mandatory for all planters, including
smallholders to be certified under the MSPO certification by 31 st December 2019.
For purposes of MSPO certification, smallholders are being organized in Sarawak into
Sustainable Palm Oil Clusters (SPOC). Smallholders are therefore advised to register with the
nearest cluster. Throughout Sarawak, MPOB has created 32 clusters of which 27 have already
achieved MSPO certification, involving 11,914 smallholders with an area of 68,355 hectares. The
remaining five clusters comprising a total of 2,986 smallholders with an area of 13,200 hectares, are
still in the verification stage and are expected to be fully certified by the end of November 2019.
Currently, there are 24,970 smallholders with total area of 145,993 hectares have yet to register
themselves with SPOC.
I appeal to the smallholders who have not yet applied for MSPO certification to do so without
further delay.
Durian Rehabilitation Programme
Tuan Speaker, to support production, my Ministry has been allocated with RM8.0 million in
2019 for the rehabilitation of durian trees throughout the State. This involves the rehabilitation of
33,950 trees in smallholders’ farms in Kuching, Samarahan, Serian, Betong, Miri and Limbang
Divisions. A total of 6,730 smallholders have benefitted from this rehabilitation programme. The
rehabilitation programme also covers durian plots in Department of Agriculture Station Sarawak. The
rehabilitation of durian farms involves the supply of fertiliser and agro-chemicals.
Banana
Tuan Speaker, for development of banana production, my Ministry has been allocated with
RM1.26 million to assist 144 farmers to plant 96.8 hectares in Samarahan, Miri and Limbang
Division.
More allocation is used to assist farmers in Samarahan planting of 76.8 hectares of Pisang
Sekaki will be supplied to a private processor in Asajaya.
Pineapple
Tuan Speaker, to increase pineapple production, my Ministry allocated RM3.0 million in 2019.
The fund is used for planting of 171.5 hectares pineapple in Limbang, Miri, Samarahan, Betong and
Sarikei Division. This programme benefited 239 farmers.
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Coconut
Tuan Speaker, to strengthen coconut production, a sum of RM4.3 million is allocated by my
Ministry in 2019. This programme involves 325 hectares of new planting and replanting of coconut,
as well as maintenance of 773 hectares of existing coconut. This programme benefits 834 farmers
in Kuching, Samarahan, Miri, Bintulu, Sarikei, Betong and Mukah Division.
Buffalo Development Programme
Tuan Speaker, in 2019, RM2.38 million is allocated for buffalo development activities which
include importation of breeder buffaloes, and supply of fencing materials and farm inputs. To
increase our breeder population, my Ministry has recently imported 302 heads of high quality breeder
buffaloes costing RM1.18 million from Carmor Plains, Australia. The animals will send to the
Department of Veterinary Services of Sarawak Buffalo Breeding Station at Maragang, Lawas. The
imported animals are needed for upgrading the breeder population at Maragang Station and
subsequently to improve the genetic pool of our buffaloes in Sarawak. The breed we are importing
from Australia can grow to 600 kilogram compared to our local buffalo breed which average 300
kilograms.
For our buffalo herders, a sum of RM1.20 million is allocated in 2019. The fund is used for the
supply of fencing materials and farm inputs to 34 buffalo community grazing area in Limbang
Division.
Cattle Pawah Scheme
Tuan Speaker, this year we have imported 1,000 heads of Commercial Brahman cattle
breeders costing RM6.0 million. The animals have been distributed to seven oil palm estates, seven
individual entrepreneurs and smallholder farmers under the Cattle Pawah Programme (CPP). The
recipients will require to pay back a same number of animals to the Government in six years and the
pay-back period animals aged eight to 24 months. Since we started the Cattle Pawah Programme
in year 2000, a total 13,555 heads of cattle have been distributed. To date, a total of 7,351 heads of
cattle have been returned to the Government.
Aquaculture Industry Zone (AIZ)
Tuan Speaker, on fishery production, our focus is on the development of Aquaculture Industrial
Zones.
To date, a total of 1,974 hectares have been gazetted for Aquaculture Industry Zone (AIZ),
which includes AIZ Rambungan, AIZ Selalang, AIZ Sundar Awat-Awat and AIZ Batang Ai.
The AIZ Batang Ai has 137 active farmer participants and one private company. The total
number of cages in AIZ Batang Ai is 8,400 units production volume is 212.4 metric tonnes.
AIZ Sundar Awat-Awat has 19 active participants with a total of 114 units of cages for the
production of Siakap. For 2019, the production volume for Siakap is 14.6 metric tonnes.
Establishment of Pig Farming Area (PFA)
Tuan Speaker, swine farming is an industry that offers good potential for export. For 2019, my
Ministry is focused on planning three new Pig Farming Areas (PFA). The proposed area is PFA
located in Samarahan, Sibu and Bintulu Divisions. The new PFA will be developed by private sector
with the Government providing the land and basic infrastructures and amenities.
To date, the Sarawak Government is in the final stage of approving the site for the PFA at
Pasir Puteh extension area and at Sungai Kelawit in Selangau, Sibu.
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Export Market for Food Products
Opening of Export Markets through STATOS
Tuan Speaker, we need to capitalise on export markets for our food industry to grow. Although
the development of export market is traditionally the domain of private sector, there is a need for
collaboration between the Government and the private sector in order to obtain access to the wider
global market. For this reasons that my Ministry has encouraged our local food exporters to take
advantage of the services provided by recently established Sarawak Trade and Tourism Office in
Singapore, otherwise known as STATOS.
Following the opening of STATOS in August this year, a few of our private sector food
producers have been able to secure new markets for their produce in the City State. Indeed, it has
been my privilege to witness the despatch of their first consignments to Singapore, and I can share
with this august House the first fruits from the establishment of STATOS. Singapore is a trading
nation and can become a gateway for our food products to global markets.
One of the first companies to benefit from STATOS is Borneo Eco Fish Sdn. Bhd. The company
operates the largest Tilapia cage culture farm in Batang Ai Dam reservoir. Up recently, the company
has only been able to sell their fish in the local market. Through their participation of programmes
organised in conjunction with the official launching of STATOS, Borneo Eco Fish Sdn. Bhd. was able
to attract the interest of an established buyer in Singapore for their fish. Following their maiden
shipment of 12 tonnes of Red Tilapia on 3 rd October 2019, the Singapore buyer was suitably
impressed with the quality of Batang Ai tilapia fish. I was informed that Borneo Eco Fish Sdn. Bhd.
now has firm orders from that buyer for up to 33 metric tonnes of Red Tilapia fish every month. The
future for cage industry at Batang Ai reservoir looks very bright not only for Borneo Eco Fish Sdn.
Bhd. but also for small entrepreneurs who can become out-growers for the company.
Another local company which are able to find new markets for their produce in Singapore is
Sea Horse Corporation Sdn. Bhd. The company is the largest producer of shrimps in Sarawak and
had been exporting frozen shrimps to Australia, China, Japan, New Zealand, UAE, Qatar and
Vietnam. Through their participation in STATOS launching, the company was now able to sell 200
metric tonnes of frozen shrimp to Singapore by the end of September this year.
Swine Exports
Tuan Speaker, Sarawak has been exporting 1,200 live porkers per week to Singapore for the
past few years. The porkers are produced at the Pasir Puteh Pig Farming Area in Simunjan. That
export volume is expected to increase to 3,000 heads per week by the end of this year after the
exporter acquired a third vessel to transport the pigs. With this latest development, the value of swine
exports to Singapore is estimated at RM65 million by the end of the year.
Export of Poultry Eggs and Poultry Broiler
Tuan Speaker, for the first 10 months of this year, Sarawak exported a total of 48.06 million
poultry eggs valued at RM13.5 million. Of the total export volume, 20.34 million eggs were exported
to Hong Kong and 27.72 million eggs to Indonesia. We also expected to enter the Singapore market
for selenium eggs in the near future. In this connection, the Singapore Food Agency (SFA) has
visited a few layer farms in Kuching and Samarahan Divisions.
As for poultry broiler, this year Sarawak exported 257.5 metric tonnes of chicken to Indonesia.
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Export of Edible Bird’s Nest (EBN)
Tuan Speaker, the Edible Bird-Nest (EBN) industry is fast growing sector in Sarawak in view
of our vast greenery which produces huge population of insects which are the main food for the
swiftlet. Most of our birds’ nests are exported to China, with smaller quantities to Singapore and
Hong Kong. However, in order to access the China market, our swiftlet houses need to be installed
with Radio Frequency Identification Devices (RFID). To date, 1,600 swiftlet premises have been
fitted with such devices through the efforts of the Department of Veterinary Services. Since January
this year, Sarawak has exported 6,050.2 kilograms of raw clean birds’ nest with a total value of
RM48.4 million.
Collaboration with Private Sector
Tuan Speaker, private sector will be one of the main driver in our agriculture transformation
programme and therefore collaboration with private sector is the key strategies. To date, we have
entered into collaboration arrangement with a number of companies in various agriculture industries
including swine, Edible Bird Nest (EBN), durian, pineapple, banana, coconut, coffee, kelulut, gula
apong, shrimp, mud crab, dehydrated fruits and modern farming system.
Integrated Regional Samarahan Development Agency (IRSDA)
Tuan Speaker, the Integrated Regional Samarahan Development Agency (IRSDA) was formed
to focus on the development of infrastructure, human talent and smart agriculture in Samarahan
Division. I am happy to inform this august House that Yang Amat Berhormat Chief Minister has
approved an allocation of RM570.0 million to Department of Irrigation and Drainage Sarawak (DID)
for the implementation of various infrastructure projects in the area for the year 2019 & 2020. The
infrastructure includes coastal bund, drainage system, flood mitigation, river improvement works,
river erosion protection, minor works maintenance, farm road and amenities. As October 2019, 16
projects are in various stages of implementation.
Highland Development Agency (HDA)
Tuan Speaker, the Sarawak Government has approved a sum of RM1.5 billion for
infrastructure projects under the Highland Development Agency (HDA) in 2019 and 2020. They
include 19 road projects and 22 water and electricity projects implemented by RECODA.
As of October 2019, 12 road packages with an estimated value of RM308.0 million have been
tendered out. Nine of them are currently under tender evaluations and works are expected to
commence in December 2019.
Meanwhile, the water supply projects are expected to be tendered out in January 2020. These
infrastructure and amenities projects will be rolled out by the first quarter of 2020.
I am pleased to inform this august House that the Department of Agriculture Sarawak has
implemented Kelulut Project within HDA area involving 118 participants.
My Ministry also promote coffee planting in the HDA area. In 2019, RM1.0 million is allocated
for coffee planting involving 39 participants with a total area of 39 hectares.
Food Basket
Tuan Speaker one of our major initiatives to create a dedicated food production area is the
implementation of food basket project from Betong to Sarikei Divisions. This area has been declared
as food Basket Area. The food crops that are recommended in the area are durian, pineapple,
banana and coconut.
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I am pleased to inform this august House that the Sarawak Government has appointed
Sarawak Land Development Board (SLDB) to manage, monitor and implement the Food Basket
initiative. To support this initiative, the Department of Irrigation and Drainage Sarawak has identified
around 60,000 hectares in Betong and Sarikei Divisions for agriculture infrastructure projects. The
proposed infrastructure includes new construction and upgrading works in Tanjung Sebekut,
Bundong Sian, Batang Layar, Tanjung Tisak, Sungai Beras and Pulau Sejerut.
Agriculture Infrastructure Development
Tuan Speaker in 2019, a sum of RM20.88 million has been approved for the construction and
upgrading of 188 road projects. The total length is 190 kilometer and will benefit 3,899 farmers.
Agriculture Venture Capital (AVC)
Tuan Speaker, I wish to report on the progress of Agriculture Venture Capital financing facility.
To date, a total of 20 applications with a combined project value of RM96.67 million has been
received. These projects include livestock farming, pineapple planting, deep sea fishing and food
processing.
The applications have been referred to the Joint Evaluation Committee for processing. To date,
the committee has approved five applications with a combined value of RM6.33 million.
Regional Research Centres (RRC)
Tuan Speaker, currently, most of the agriculture research works in Sarawak are carried out by
the Agriculture Research Centre in Semengok, Kuching. That centre is no longer able to meet the
needs of our agriculture industry for new technologies owing to the State’s size and diverse agroclimatic conditions. Therefore, there is a need to establish Regional Research Centre in the Northern,
Central and Southern Region of Sarawak. This will enable research activities to focus on local
conditions that are encountered in those three regions.
Biosecurity
Tuan Speaker, Sarawak is currently free from major livestock diseases such as Foot and
Mouth Disease (FMD), African Swine Fever (ASF), Nipah Virus and Avian Influenza (AI). And it is
our advantage compared to other region in Asia. Therefore, it is of utmost importance that we
safeguard our disease-free status by strengthening our biosecurity measures to prevent the entry of
such diseases into Sarawak.
The Department of Veterinary Services Sarawak is implementing port health surveillance at all
entry points, proper quarantine of imported animals, testing of imported livestock and livestock
products and banning the importation of livestock products from affected countries.
African Swine Fever (ASF)
Tuan Speaker, a great concern in recent times in the incidence of African Swine Fever (ASF)
that has ravaged the swine industry in Asian region. We are one of the few places that are free from
this dreaded disease and we must make sure that we remain so at all costs.
Among the measures that we had taking to prevent the entry of ASF is the importation ban on
pigs and pork products from ASF-affected countries effective from 27th October 2019. To enforce the
ban, we have engaged all the stakeholders in Sarawak. Awareness signages and posters are also
displayed at all entry ports and strategic places to remind travellers not to bring pork products into
Sarawak.
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Inspections of pork products at airports and inland entry ports have resulted in 251
kilogrammes of pork items being detained, confiscated and destroyed. We have also removed
affected pork products from retail outlets in Sarawak.
Tilapia Lake Virus (TiLV)
Tuan Speaker, our aquaculture industry, specifically the cage culture in Batang Ai was affected
by the outbreak of Tilapia Lake Virus (TiLV) in 2018. Among the measures that we have taken to
deal with the outbreak include the implementation of stringent disease monitoring, proper disposal
of fish carcases and strict observance of Malaysian Good Agriculture Practice (MyGAP) standard. I
am pleased to inform this august House that the Batang Ai Lake is free from Tilapia Lake Virus
(TiLV).
SARAWAK LAND CONSOLIDATION AND REHABILITATION AUTHORITY (SALCRA)
SALCRA 2020 Budget
For the Year 2020, the Federal Government has allocated SALCRA with RM40.0 million
comprising RM30.0 million from Ministry of Rural Development (KPLB) and another RM10 million
grant from Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI) to undertake New NCR Land Development Projects
under the High Impact Project (HIP) programme.
The RM30 million allocations from KPLB comprises:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

RM16.87 million development loan for oil palm replanting;
RM6.42 million loan for Mill Waste Management project;
RM6.21 million grant to carry out estate infrastructure projects; and
RM0.5 million grant for Supplementary Economic Activity Programme (Program Aktiviti
Ekonomi Tambahan).

SALCRA is also recommended to be approved with an allocation of RM2.6 million to undertake
estate road infrastructure under Program Khas Bumiputera Sarawak (PKB) from Implementation
Coordination Unit (ICU), Prime Minister Department. Under the State’s budget, SALCRA was
allocated RM5.5 million comprises of:
(a)
(b)

RM4.0 million for lot title survey Section 18; and
RM1.5 million for Sungai Sibiew Research Development Complex
Responses To Agriculture Matters Raised During Debate

Tuan Speaker, (responding to agriculture matters raised during debate) I would like first to
respond to the various requests, views, comments and suggestions by Ahli-ahli Yang Berhormat on
the subjects relating to my Ministry. I wish to record my appreciation to all Ahli Yang Berhormat who
had participated in the debate and who have made constructive comments on matters related to my
Ministry.
Agriculture Assistance
Tuan Speaker, for the information of the Honourable Members for Bukit Semuja, Repok,
Demak Laut, Pelagus, Engklili, Tamin, Murum and Beting Maro, your requests, suggestions and
comments pertaining to the agriculture assistance will be addressed through the implementation of
the Agriculture Facilitation Fund Programme (AFFP) which I have mentioned earlier.
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Fertigasi dan Pertanian Bandar
Tuan Speaker, untuk makluman Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi Tanjung Datu, Demak Laut, Beting
Maro dan Murum, Jabatan Pertanian Sarawak pada tahun 2020 akan meneruskan pelaksanaan
projek fertigasi dan pertanian pintar yang lain di bawah Program Pembangunan Sayur-Sayuran dan
Program Pertanian Bandar.
Requests for CPPC, Agropark and TKPM
Tuan Speaker, I am happy to note that the development of Collection, Processing and
Packaging Centres (CPPCs), Agro Parks and Taman Kekal Pengeluaran Makanan (TKPM) are
drawing great interest from the Honourable Members of this august House, including Members for
Lingga, Pelagus, Saribas, Tanjung Datu, Beting Maro, Tamin, Meluan, Telang Usan and Samalaju.
My Ministry will carry out feasibility studies on the need to establish more CPPCs, Agro Parks and
TKPM. For the information of the Member for Daro and Saribas, one of the objectives for the
establishment of Agro Parks and TKPM is the provision of suitable agriculture land for the landless
farmers, including the youth.
Aquaculture Industry Zone (AIZ) Beting Maro
Tuan Speaker, untuk makluman Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi Beting Maro, Kerajaan bercadang
untuk membangunkan Zon Industri Akuakultur (ZIA) di kawasan Batang Saribas-Krian yang
berkeluasan anggaran 503 hektar. Kajian kesesuaian tapak telah dijalankan oleh Jabatan Pertanian
Sarawak bersama dengan Jabatan Tanah & Survei Sarawak dan didapati bahawa kawasan tersebut
sesuai untuk aktiviti akuakultur marin. Untuk makluman Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi Beting Maro, pihak
Jabatan Pertanian Sarawak telah mengemukakan permohonan tapak kepada Jabatan Tanah &
Survei Sarawak dan masih menunggu kelulusan.
Taman Industri Nipah
Tuan Speaker, saya ingin memaklumkan kepada Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi Beting Maro,
Kementerian saya sedang mengenal pasti tapak yang sesuai untuk mewujudkan Taman Industri
Nipah. Taman ini akan dijadikan One-Stop Centre untuk Industri Nipah di Bahagian Betong.
Perkhidmatan Pengembangan Pertanian
Tuan Speaker, untuk makluman Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi Lingga dan Daro, bagi
memperkasakan warga tani dari segi modal insan dan penggunaan teknologi terkini, aktiviti
pengembangan pertanian merupakan salah satu aktiviti yang sentiasa diberi penekanan. Antara
aktiviti pengembangan yang dijalankan adalah termasuk program kesedaran, latihan in-situ, lawatan
khidmat nasihat dan kursus jangka pendek untuk para petani.
Infrastruktur Ladang Rumbia - Pembersihan Sungai
Tuan Speaker, untuk makluman Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi Balingian, pada tahun ini, Jabatan
Pertanian Sarawak telah membersihkan enam batang sungai sepanjang 18.5 km di Bahagian Mukah
dengan kos RM 0.7 juta dan membina empat kanal sepanjang 3.4 km di Bahagian Sibu, Sarikei dan
Mukah dengan kos RM 0.56 juta. Bagi tahun 2020, Jabatan Pertanian Sarawak telah merancang
untuk melaksanakan pelbagai projek infrastruktur seperti membina, menyelenggara dan menaiktaraf
jalan akses, jalan ladang, kanal, landasan kereta api mini dan pembersihan sungai dengan
peruntukan sebanyak RM5 juta. Justeru, saya menyarankan kepada Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi
Balingian untuk segera mengemukakan permohanan pembersihan sungai mengikut keutamaan
kepada Jabatan Pertanian Sarawak untuk dipertimbangkan.
Untuk makluman Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi Balingian juga, Kementerian saya tidak
mempunyai perancangan untuk menyediakan bantuan bot untuk pekebun-pekebun kecil rumbia.
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Walau bagaimanapun, Jabatan Pertanian Sarawak ada menyediakan bantuan peningkatan
produktiviti yang merangkumi pemberian alat-alat tuaian rumbia kepada pekebun-pekebun kecil
rumbia yang aktif.
Agriculture Training Centre (ATC) Nanga Mujong
Tuan Speaker, for the information of the Honourable Member for Pelagus, the URDA
Agriculture Centre at Nanga Mujong, Kapit has been recommended for inclusion in the 12 th
Malaysian Plan (12MP) proposal with an area of 59 hectares
Stesen Penyelidikan Ikan Terubok
Tuan Speaker, untuk makluman Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi Lingga, Jabatan Pertanian Sarawak
masih lagi menjalankan penyelidikan dan pembangunan ikan terubok dan spesis lain di Stesen
Perikanan Darat Lingga. Fokus utama stesen ini adalah untuk menjalankan penyelidikan
pembenihan ikan terubok secara aruhan (artificial propagation). Selain itu, penyelidikan udang galah
juga turut dijalankan di stesen ini.
Setakat ini, Jabatan Pertanian Sarawak belum bercadang untuk melaksanakan penyelidikan
ke atas ikan bulu. Walau bagaimanapun, Jabatan Pertanian Sarawak bercadang untuk
membangunkan produk hiliran berasaskan ikan bulu.
Mekanisme Penyaluran Bantuan Khas Nelayan Musim Tengkujuh
Tuan Speaker, untuk makluman Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi Daro dan Kabong, penerima
Bantuan Khas Nelayan Musim Tengkujuh ditentukan dengan merujuk kepada senarai nama nelayan
yang aktif dan berdaftar dengan Jabatan Pertanian Sarawak bagi nelayan darat dan Lembaga
Kemajuan Ikan Malaysia bagi nelayan laut. Kedua-dua senarai tersebut telah melalui proses
pemutihan berdasarkan garis panduan dan tatacara pelaksanaan standard (SOP) bagi memastikan
bantuan tersebut sampai kepada golongan sasar.
Lesen Nelayan
Tuan Speaker, untuk makluman Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi Balingian, bermula dari 1 Julai
2013, semua permit bagi melesenkan vesel untuk Zon A, B dan C perikanan pantai telah dibekukan.
Walau bagaimanapun, sejumlah 118 permohonan telah diterima dan kelulusan khas sampan Zon A
telah diberikan kepada 59 pemohon pada tahun 2016.
Untuk tahun 2019, sebanyak 442 permohonan bagi semua modul e-Lesen telah diterima bagi
Daerah Mukah. Daripada jumlah tersebut, sebanyak 430 permohonan telah pun diluluskan, tiga
permohonan tidak diluluskan dan sembilan permohonan masih dalam tindakan.
Kolaborasi Komuniti Nelayan dengan IPTA Tempatan
Tuan Speaker, saya ingin merakamkan terima kasih kepada Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi Lingga
di atas cadangan beliau untuk mengadakan kolaborasi antara komuniti nelayan dengan IPTA
tempatan untuk meningkatkan keupayaan komuniti nelayan melalui pemindahan pengetahuan
(knowledge transfer) dan program sukarelawan (Volunteerism). Kementerian ini, mengambil
maklum cadangan tersebut dan akan membuat kajian terperinci sebelum program ini dilaksanakan.
SALCRA Dividend at Lemanak Estate
Tuan Speaker, in response to the issue raised by ADUN Engkilili on the amount of Nett
Proceed Payment (NPP) or popularly known as “dividend” amongst landowners, not only applies to
Lemanak Estate but also to other estates as well. It must be understood that the amount of nett
proceeds or dividend is determined by profitability, which in turn is influenced by several factors
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including the price of Crude Palm Oil (CPO), cost of production and productivity. Since 2017, the
palm oil industry has been facing unfavourable palm oil prices thus affecting the profitability of all
palm oil industry players including SALCRA.
Nonetheless, for the record, the amount of nett proceeds payment or dividend to land owners
from Lemanak Estate was RM19.75 million since the first payment was made in 1985. In addition,
the land owners have also enjoyed employment and business opportunities. Many landowners and
their children are employed as staff, officers and managers.
Having said that, my Ministry together with the Board and Management of SALCRA will form
a Special Taskforce to map out a strategic direction to transform the organisation to become more
resilient, profitable and sustainable. This will ensure that the participating landowners can reap the
benefit from SALCRA business.
Hakisan Sungai
Tuan Speaker, berhubung dengan isu hakisan sungai yang dibangkitkan oleh Ahli Yang
Berhormat bagi Lingga dan Telian, Jabatan Pengairan dan Saliran Sarawak bercadang untuk
menjalankan kajian di bawah Rancangan Malaysia Ke-12. Kajian ini bertujuan untuk mengenal pasti
kaedah terbaik dan efektif dari segi kos bagi melindungi tebingan sungai. Senarai cadangan projek
kawalan hakisan tebingan sungai bagi RMK-12 akan disediakan berdasarkan keutamaan strategik
dan tahap kritikal.
Responses On Rural Transformation Project (RTP)
Tuan Speaker, I will now touch on other subject matters under my purview. First response on
the Rural Transformation Projects (RTP). Tuan Speaker, for the information of Ahli Yang Berhormat
for Krian, I wish to reiterate that Rural Transformation Projects (RTP) are being implemented
throughout Sarawak to provide basic infrastructure and facilities especially in the rural areas to
benefit all the rakyat.
The disbursement of RTP allocation is channelled to the relevant implementing Agencies who
will directly implement, supervise and monitor the project implementation. The State Government
remains fully committed to implement the rakyat-centric Rural Transformation Projects to enable the
people living in rural areas to enjoy better infrastructure and facilities. In view of this, I would like to
express my appreciation to the Honourable Members of this august House for your undivided support
to ensure the successful implementation of RTP.
For information, a total of RM2.46 billion has been allocated over the period 2015 to 2019 for
the implementation of 10,001 RTP projects. As at 31st October 2019, 7,222 projects or 72.2 percent
of the targeted projects have been completed, while the remaining 2,779 projects are at various
stages of implementation.
Hal Ehwal Ketua Masyarakat dan Ketua Kaum
Tuan Speaker, Hal Ehwal Ketua Masyarakat dan Ketua Kaum, untuk makluman Ahli Yang
Berhormat bagi Engkilili, Kerajaan Sarawak telah menetapkan Garis Panduan bagi proses
pelantikan, pelanjutan dan penamatan perkhidmatan Ketua Masyarakat dan Ketua Kaum. Garis
panduan ini adalah memuaskan.
Kerajaan Sarawak telah menubuhkan satu Jawatankuasa Khas untuk mengkaji dan meneliti
secara komprehensif keperluan bagi mewujudkan jawatan-jawatan baharu Ketua Masyarakat dan
Ketua Kaum. Jawatankuasa ini akan menetapkan mekanisma untuk mempercepatkan pelantikan
Ketua Kaum.
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Majlis Pengurusan Komuniti Kampung Persekutuan (MPKKP)
Tuan Speaker, saya merakamkan setinggi-tinggi penghargaan kepada Ahli-ahli Yang
Berhormat bagi Tamin, Tupong, Tasik Biru, Balingian, Bukit Goram, Meluan, Telang Usan, Layar,
Bukit Semuja, Machan, Bukit Bengunan, Tanjung Datu, Kalaka, Muara Tuang, Lambir, Engkilili dan
Batu Danau yang telah menyuarakan sokongan kepada Kerajaan untuk mengekalkan kewujudan
Jawatankuasa Kemajuan dan Keselamatan Kampung yang telah lama bertapak di Sarawak.
In June 2018, the PH Government decided to change the name of, I would like to relate the
chronology of the development of this issue. In June 2018, PH Government decided to change the
name of JKKK to MPKK. Their functions are similar, their roles are the same. At that time, Sarawak
Government conveyed our decision to maintain JKKK. There is no valid reason to change the name
to MPKK and the Federal Ministry of Rural Development had agreed at that time. They allowed us
to maintain the JKKK as JKKK played similar functions.
At the same time, the PH Government decided to reduce the allowances of the chairman of
MPKK (in Sarawak JKKK) to RM500.00. In Sarawak, chairman of JKKK are the Ketua Kaum (Tuai
Rumah, Ketua Kampung and Kapitan). Nevertheless, the Sarawak Government decided to maintain
the RM900.00 for monthly allowances. The new allowances policy is that the Federal Ministry of
Rural Development will only pay RM500 per month. Since we have decided to maintain the
allowances for the chairman of JKKK at RM900 per month, so the Sarawak Government pays the
balance of the payment.
Tuan Speaker, it will begin on the 17 th of September 2019, the Federal Deputy Minister of
Rural Development announce that the Federal Government are going to appoint their own
Community Leaders, KKKM, as reported in the newspaper. Without frequinting the matter before
hand like many of the other policies they actually announce their decision. Later on they realize that
they cannot carry out the plan that they had. As the appointment of KMKK under state jurisdiction.
Upon realization of not being able to appoint KMKK as they have openly set up, they inform the state
of their intention to set up of MPKK and appoint MPKK and later on it got its name MPKKP to cover
up their mistake. “Enda Bulak Enda Menang” The chronology of event, this chronology of event
proves clearly that the PH Government is much disorganise and is very indecisive in their approach.
Nevertheless, they are determine to form the mechanism by hook or by crook to enable them
in their word of Lim Guan Eng as reported in the Borneo Post on 28 th October 2019 as a weapon to
capture Sarawak. “Sini”. You cannot capture Sarawak.
Tuan Speaker, “Enda Bulak Enda Menang”, Tuan Speaker, I regret to note that on 6 th of
November this year, Baru Bian announced that, “sorry, ah he is from Ba’kelalan, my apologies”.
Yang Berhormat dari Ba’Kelalan announce that from next year onwards, Sarawak will not be
receiving the RM500 for the payment of JKKK chairman allowances from Kuala Lumpur. Inilah
hadiah dari Menteri Sarawak kepada orang Sarawak. Thank you very much, so we know what is in
your heart. You are not protecting Sarawak but I wish to assure all the JKKK chairman throughout
Sarawak, jangan risau YAB Ketua Menteri telah meluluskan RM100 juta untuk memperkasakan
JKKK di seluruh negeri Sarawak.
I wish to emphasize here JKKK has always been playing their roles very effectively. That’s why
they want to take over at one time. We are therefore surprised that the PH Government had decided
to set up MPKKP which is going to play similar role and therefore redundant. How can we have two
similar committee in a long house or a kampung? This situation will definitely lead to conflict, eviction
and disruption of the kampung long house’s peace and harmony. YB dari Krian can voice out for
that. “Atau ramai rumah panjang dia bergaduh pasal berpecah”.
Tuan Speaker, Kerajaan sedar bahawa tanggungjawab serta peranan JKKK semakin
bertambah mencabar pada ketika ini. That’s why I have mentioned just now that YAB has approved
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RM100 million to memperkasakan institusi JKKK untuk membantu agar keupayaan mereka semakin
mantap dan berkesan. Defending us from MPKK.
Pengurusan Senapang Patah
Tuan Speaker, Pengurusan Senapang Patah. Tau senapang patah? Tak tau? Senapang,
patah. Mengenai cadangan Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi Pelagus dan Bukit Goram untuk
membenarkan semula pengeluaran Permit Membawa dan Menggunakan (C&U) Senapang Patah
kepada Individu, Kerajaan akan mengambil maklum mengenainya. Namun begitu, sebelum
sebarang keputusan dibuat, di mana sekarang masih dibekukan. So, sebarang keputusan dibuat
nanti, segala isu kita akan kaji.
RESPON BERKAITAN KESELAMATAN DAN PENGURUSAN BENCANA
Keadaan Keselamatan Semasa Negeri Sarawak
Tuan Speaker, Keadaan Keselamatan Semasa Negeri Sarawak. Untuk makluman Ahli-Ahli
Yang Berhormat, secara keseluruhan, keadaan semasa keselamatan bagi Sarawak adalah suasana
yang aman dan terkawal.
Untuk makluman Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi Tanjong Batu, tak ada di sini ya, berkenaan
kecurian bateri lori di kawasan Tanjung Kidurong yang dilaporkan pada penghujung bulan
September 2019; siasatan telah dijalankan oleh Polis Diraja Malaysia (PDRM) dan dua orang suspek
telah ditangkap dan kini kedua-duanya sedang menjalani hukuman penjara selama 16 bulan. Bagi
mengelakkan kecurian begini berulang, para pengusaha lori harus mempertingkatkan lagi langkahlangkah keselamatan di premis masing-masing. Langkah-langkah yang boleh diambil oleh para
pengusaha lori termasuklah memasang kamera litar tertutup (closed-circuit TV, CCTV), mengupah
pengawal keselamatan bagi mengawal keselamatan di sekitar premis tersebut.
Selain itu, Tuan Speaker, PDRM sentiasa menjalankan pemantauan terhadap premis-premis
perniagaan besi buruk.
Tuan Speaker, untuk makluman Ahli Yang Berhomat bagi Repok, Kerajaan Negeri telah
mengambil maklum keperluan pembinaan balai polis di Taman Perumahan Susur Jambu dan
membuat permohonan tersebut kepada pihak Polis DiRaja Malaysia.
Untuk makluman Yang Berhomat dari Daro, Kerajaan Negeri juga telah mengambil maklum
keperluan pembinaan bangunan baru untuk Ibu Pejabat Polis Daerah (IPD) Daro dan Matu.
Keselamatan Rentas Sempadan
Tuan Speaker, Majlis Keselamatan Negara, Negeri Sarawak, kini menumpukan isu-isu
berkaitan jenayah rentas sempadan di sepanjang sempadan Sarawak dan Indonesia serta Negara
Brunei Darussalam khususnya atas penularan gejala penyalahgunaan dadah. Sarawak telah
dijadikan tempat transit penyeludupan dadah ke Indonesia.
Untuk makluman Ahli Yang Berhomat bagi Bukit Goram, semua empangan merupakan aset
penting negara dan kawalan serta penguatkuasaan sentiasa diperketatkan oleh pasukan
keselamatan di kawasan sempadan antarabangsa. Pihak Angkatan Tentera Malaysia (ATM),
Pasukan Gerakan Am (PGA) PDRM juga merupakan pasukan utama bagi kawasan kawalan
sempadan, di samping pasukan RELA ditugaskan untuk membantu agensi-agensi utama yang
tersebut di atas. Penubuhan Agensi Kawalan Sempadan (AKSEM) pada tahun 2017 telah menguat
lagi kawalan di sempadan antarabangsa Negeri Sarawak.
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Pengawal Pantai Sarawak
Tuan Speaker, selain itu, bagi Pengawal Pantai Sarawak, keselamatan maritim di perairan
Sarawak turut diberi perhatian memandangkan insiden pihak negara jiran telah menceroboh dan
menghalang nelayan-nelayan tempatan untuk menjalankan perikanan di perairan Sarawak yang
didakwa mereka. Di samping itu, aktiviti-aktiviti nelayan dipantau rapi dengan kerjasama Agensi
Penguatkuasaan Maritim dan Tentera Laut.
Bagi memantapkan lagi usaha-usaha Kerajaan dalam mengawal keselamatan menjaga
sumber asli dan nelayan tempatan di sepanjang 1,200 km perairan Sarawak, Kerajaan Negeri
Sarawak sedang menubuhkan pasukan Pengawal Pantai Sarawak untuk membantu agensi-agensi
penguatkuasa lain dalam usaha untuk melindungi kepentingan Negara dalam perairan Sarawak
daripada dicerobohi oleh pihak Negara asing serta memelihara kepentingan maritim Negara.
Untuk makluman Ahli Yang Berhormat bagi Samalaju, penubuhan sebuah pangkalan Sarawak
Coastal Guard di kawasan Bintulu-Samalaju adalah satu komponen penting dalam pelan induk
penubuhan entiti baru ini. Penubuhan pangkalan ini telah diberi keutamaan dan ia akan
dilaksananakan dalam fasa pertama penubuhan Sarawak Coastal Guard.
Tuan Speaker,
Tanam lada di luar kawasan,
Rakyat miskin menambah beban,
MPKK propaganda Persekutuan,
JKK pula pemangkin perpaduan.
Indah bebalam di hutan rimba,
Dipenuhi dengan rimbunan buluh,
Transformasi Pertanian agenda utama,
Jadikan pengeksport makanan menjelang 2030.
Teknologi digital pemangkin pembangunan,
Transformasi Ekonomi kita gandakan,
Janji Pakatan jangan kita harapkan,
Kerajaan GPS menjamin masa depan.
CONCLUSION
Tuan Speaker, I wish to express my gratitude and thanks to Timbalan Speaker and Tuan
Speaker for have been tactful dealing, handling the proceedings of this sitting to ensure a proper
decorum and dignity in this august House.
I would like to extend my appreciation and thanks to the Honourable State Secretary, Officers
from various State and Federal Ministries and Agencies for their commitment and dedication in
providing the necessary input and support for the smooth proceedings of this august House. I also
like to take this opportunity to congratulate Mr. Pele Peter Tinggom on his appointment as DUN
Secretary. Actually, he doesn’t need a speaker. He doesn’t need a microphone.
Finally, I wish to extend my greetings to my Christian friends, a Merry Christmas to everyone,
Happy New Year for 2020. May we continue to have good health, peace and harmony among all
communities in Sarawak. Sarawak First.
Tuan Speaker: Ahli-ahli Yang Berhormat, dengan segala hormatnya saya menjemput Yang Amat
Berhormat Datuk Patinggi (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman Zohari Bin Tun Datuk Abang Haji Openg,
Ketua Menteri Sarawak; Menteri Kewangan dan Perancangan Ekonomi; Menteri Pembangunan
Bandar dan Sumber Asli; dan Ahli Dewan Undangan Negeri N.8 Satok untuk menyampaikan ucapan
Penggulungan.
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Ketua Menteri Sarawak; Menteri Kewangan dan Perancangan Ekonomi; dan Menteri
Pembangunan Bandar dan Sumber Asli (YAB Datuk Patinggi (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman
Zohari Bin Tun Datuk Abang Haji Openg: Terima kasih Tuan Speaker.
Tuan Speaker, dalam ucapan penggulungan saya kali ini, saya tidak akan menyentuh
beberapa perkara spesifik kerana seperti biasa perkara-perkara tersebut sudah disentuh oleh para
Menteri-menteri yang berkenaan. Walau bagaimanapun, saya akan memberi penerangan lebih
lanjut mengenai isu-isu yang telah dibangkitkan oleh Ahli-Ahli Yang Berhormat.
Saya ingin juga mengambil kesempatan ini untuk mengucapkan setinggi-tinggi penghargaan
dan terima kasih kepada Ahli-ahli Yang Berhormat dalam Dewan yang mulia ini sama ada di pihak
Kerajaan mahupun dari pihak pembangkang kerana telah banyak menyumbang idea bagi kita
membangunkan Negeri Sarawak yang tercinta ini dan juga di atas sokongan mereka terhadap Bajet
2020. Kepada mereka, saya mengucapkan ribuan terima kasih.
Tuan Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all Honourable Members who had
participated in the debate on the Supply (2020) Bill, 2019 and would like to thank them for their
valuable contributions and endorsement that Sarawak is on the right track to become a high income
economy come year 2030.
As I look back on the past three years, I am inspired by Sarawak’s progress and as the Chief
Minister and the Minister for Finance and Economic Planning, I am more determined than ever to
keep Sarawak economy moving forward.
When I came into office in 2017, Sarawak posted a surplus of RM110.1 million in 2018 on a
budget of RM8.2 billion, and for the year 2019, I proposed a budget of RM11.9 billion, the biggest to
date, with an expected surplus of RM122 million with the focus on rural development as a means to
bridge the development gap between the urban and rural areas.
Tuan Speaker, to be a developed economy, Sarawak must have sufficient and good
infrastructures and public amenities that can support and attract private investments. Sarawak must
have good communication and connectivity to be able to move forward in its development agenda.
Together with talent development, these will lay good fundamental for Sarawak to be on its way as
a developed State come 2030.
The 2020 Budget is designed to create the investment environment and eco-system for private
sector to invest, and crafted to suit the new era of development in which digital economy is our new
focus. This is basically our development strategy for a better Sarawak in the future. Tuan Speaker,
now I would like to dwell on Alternative Financing Initiatives.
Alternative Financing Initiatives
In order to be on par with other more developed states in Malaysia, Sarawak still has to build
the much-needed physical infrastructures and amenities throughout the State. It is the responsibility
of the Sarawak Government to invest in these infrastructures to fulfil its fundamental service delivery
obligations. We also know that any development project requires a considerable amount of funding
for its implementation.
Due to the many competing demands for our financial resources, conventional financing model
is no longer a viable option. We have to look for other financing models that can help achieve our
development goals, particularly in the area of physical infrastructure and amenities.
We have to be creative; we have to develop new mechanism and even explore unchartered
waters if necessary; thus this alternative financing initiative that I and my Cabinet colleagues are
rigorously pursuing.
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Honourable members of this august House should not hastily jump into conclusion that the
alternative financing model that the Sarawak Government has adopted is similar to 1MDB, without
fully understanding how it works and the benefits derived from it. It saddens me that ignorance of
some Honourable Members is blurring the good intention of the Government in solving the everyday
problems faced by our Rakyat.
Tuan Speaker, for the information of this august House, to meet potential shortfall in the State
budget without touching our reserves, the State can alternatively tap into funding provided by the
Development Bank of Sarawak (DBoS), a bank which is fully owned by Sarawak.
Securing financing facilities for long-dated financing from DBoS to finance socio-economically
important projects such as water supply, power supply, roads and bridges as well as other sectors
such as digital economy, tourism and convention infrastructure, oil and gas and agriculture, will
provide the State with competitive rate, long tenure and limited recourse.
It is worthwhile to note that, like conventional loan repayment terms, the financing repayments
to DBoS will be on staggered repayment terms spread over a periodic number of years, based on
the duration of projects implementation, as opposed to lump-sum or bullet payment as some might
think. The financial provisions for these progress payments will be provided for in our normal annual
budget.
Nonetheless, DBoS has also put in place its risk governance and other policies in accordance
with Bank Negara Malaysia (BNM) guidelines, regulations and standards for best practices. The
bank's prudential ratio such as Capital Adequacy-Ratio is a ratio of a bank's capital in relation to its
weighted assets and current liabilities. In giving out financing, DBoS is strictly adhering to its Capital
Adequacy Ratio that provides guidelines preventing DBoS from taking excess leverage and
becoming insolvent when crisis arise. The bank submits its financial report to Bank Negara Malaysia
and the Federal Ministry of Housing and Local Government on a yearly basis.
The broadening of the State's present revenue base, with the provisions under the State and
Federal Constitutions and relevant laws, would further strengthen the State's financial capacity, and
support the State in meeting its objective to achieve and sustain budget surplus in many years to
come.
Tuan Speaker, the State's sound financial standing and stable socio-economic and political
environment have earned us, our commendable investment credit ratings from reputable
international credit rating houses. With this, the State is able to position itself in the eyes of both
international and domestic investors as a "choice" for direct and indirect investment destination.
I would like to emphasize here that, it is the policy of the Sarawak Government GPS of not
issuing any guarantee to its fund raising exercise unlike that of Federal Government's practice. As
has been repeatedly mentioned in this august House and I would like to highlight it here again,
alternative funding will only be sought by the State when in need and when there is a capacity to
repay and most importantly, borrowing only for strategic and productive purposes and not for
financing of operation expenditure. You just listen first. I am responding to you.
Leveraging on alternative financing initiative is a sustainable platform to adopt to facilitate and
expedite the realisation of the State development agenda under the 5-year Malaysia Plan. This will
ultimately provide the growth impetus to achieve the status of high income and developed State by
year 2030.
Thus, it is most regrettable to note that the Honourable Member for Kota Sentosa, a
Sarawakian, a Deputy Minister in the Federal Cabinet representing the Rakyat of Sarawak, had
bluntly made misleading statement and allegations on the State's sincere initiatives to obtain funding
from other legitimate means, worst still describing it as a David Copperfield act. Perhaps Tuan
Speaker, reflecting his own character like David Copperfield acts.
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Tuan Speaker, it is totally unwarranted for the Honourable Member for Kota Sentosa to equate
the State alternative financing initiatives, which has been practised by many countries in the world
including Malaysia, to that of 1MDB. The Honourable Member for Kota Sentosa should be well aware
of the simple fact that 1MDB's businesses and financial structures are clearly operated on a different
platform and objective altogether. 1MDB is a corporation with the business model of buying and
investing in strategic assets without having a strong balance sheet and cash flow, requiring
guarantees from the Federal Government to support its huge borrowings activities.
Tuan Speaker, if we are to apply this unsubstantiated argument of the Honourable Member for
Kota Sentosa, then we can claim that the Pakatan Harapan (PH) Government's financing model is
similar to 1MDB's in the making because the PH Government is using its Special Purpose Vehicles
(SPVs), such as Dana Infra Nasional Berhad to finance its big and mega infrastructure projects. Also
recently, the PH Government has issued a Samurai Bond of 200-billion-yen equivalent to RM8 billion.
The proceeds of this bond issuance are to be used for financing projects, which among others include
building of schools, hospitals, roads and utilities. And this expose our country to international risk
and this is very, very dangerous Tuan Speaker. But for us we only get lending from our own bank,
within our own ecosystem. Therefore, if Ahli Yang Berhormat wants to know more about this system
I would recommend him to read the Bank Asset and Liability Management issued by The Hong Kong
Institute of Bankers and also another book on Breaking Banks by Brett King.
Tuan Speaker, Petronas, now I want to go to Petronas…(Interruption)…
YB Encik Chong Chieng Jen: Thank you, Tuan Speaker. Thank you Yang Amat Berhormat Chief
Minister. Just now Yang Amat Berhomat Chief Minister said that it is not the practice of the Sarawak
Government to Guarantee Loans. Guarantee the repayment of loans.
Tuan Speaker, there was this bond issue by Equisar Sdn. Bhd. which is wholly owned
subsidiary of Sarawak State Government. It raised bonds to the amount of USD1.6 billion and the
repayment of which was guarantee by the State Government and that is why every year the State
Government has to allocate a sum of 1.5 billion, 1.6 billion into this account called the Government
contribution towards approve agencies trust account.
Tuan Speaker, I would ask Yang Amat Berhormat whether he remembers this Equisar Sdn.
Bhd. which is a solely owned subsidiary of the State Government which has borrowed USD1.6 billion.
That is a fact Tuan Speaker and Yang Amat Berhormat and that loan was guaranteed a repayment
by the State Government. So, how do you make the two reconcile your statement just now saying
that the State Government doesn’t guarantee repayment of loan and the fact that existed? Thank
you Tuan Speaker.
Ketua Menteri Sarawak; Menteri Kewangan dan Perancangan Ekonomi; dan Menteri
Pembangunan Bandar dan Sumber Asli (YAB Datuk Patinggi (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman
Zohari Bin Tun Datuk Abang Haji Openg: Thank you, Tuan Speaker and thank you Kota Sentosa.
I take note, I will check on that and as far as I know there is no guarantee given out by the State
Government. I will check. But to say we are like 1MDB is regrettable, we are not 1MDB.
Petronas to Pay Up The SST
Tuan Speaker, the Honourable Member for Kota Sentosa also alleged, commonlah dengarlah
how can you laugh like that, the Honourable Member for Kota Sentosa also alleged that the inclusion
of revenue from State Sales Tax on petroleum products when such tax has yet to be collected from
PETRONAS this year, is a presumptuous budgeting.
Let me state categorically in this august House that the GPS Government will take all
necessary actions to ensure that all persons and entities liable to pay State Sales Tax will pay the
amount of tax assessed on them. That is our law. They have to abide to our law.
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I have stated at the inaugural meeting of the Special Steering Committee on MA 63 in
December last year, where the Honourable Member for Ba’Kelalan was there, that the State’s
constitutional rights to pass impose State Sales Tax is strictly non-negotiable. This tax must be
imposed as approved by this august House in November last year, and the State Sales Tax on
petroleum products took effect from 1 st January, 2019.
PETRONAS must pay the State Sales Tax assessed by the Controller with effect from 1 st
January, 2019 and this has been unanimously passed by this august House in November 2018.
Now, if PETRONAS wants a reduction on the rate of the tax, the short fall must be compensated by
the Federal Government through an arrangement with Petronas. This is to ensure that the revenue
from state scales, tax on petroleum receive from this year and for subsequent year will never fall
below the sum estimated in our annual budget.
I must firmly reiterate that if PETRONAS does not pay the State Sales Tax as already assessed
on PETRONAS, legal action will be instituted to recover the unpaid tax.
Thus, the allegation that the Sarawak Government is running a presumptuous budget is clearly
irresponsible, provocative and underestimated. The State Government has a strong resolve to take
all the necessary actions to ensure that the State Sale Tax on petroleum products will yield the
expected level of revenue.
Nevertheless, Tuan Speaker, Sarawak is able to achieve fiscal sustainability as we adopted a
multi-pronged approach in our budget exercise, as I have detailed in my budget presentation. We
have other sources of revenue on stream, which will ensure a healthy and well-functioning economy,
meaning we don’t have to rely solely on sales tax imposed on PETRONAS.
Hydrogen Economy Initiatives
Tuan Speaker, now I would like to touch on the hydrogen economy initiatives because
Honourable Member from Kota Sentosa asked us to stop this initiative. GPS Government has taken
bold steps to promote clean energy industry by exploring the hydrogen economy, diversifying from
traditional energy sources that have repercussions on climate change. In communities across the
world, hydrogen technology is now very well developed and proven to be safe.
Honourable Members may note that, experts have expressed very favourable views on the
future of hydrogen economy in Malaysia as expressed at the Academy of Sciences Malaysia (ASM)
12th General Assembly held on 27 th April, 2019 in Kuala Lumpur. Here I wish to quote:
(a)

(b)

(c)

Malaysia’s energy policies, namely the Fuel Cell & Hydrogen Blueprint 2017, suggest
that Malaysia is ready to embrace renewable resources as a way forward, by including
the potential of fuel cell using hydrogen energy, to bring a clean, zero emission energy
technology for a sustainable nation;
The PETRONAS Hydrogen Vision, view hydrogen as a decarbonisation solution by
managing carbon dioxide emission across its value chain, and view hydrogen as an
enabler for potential business growth, this is PETRONAS; and
Tenaga National Berhad’s Technology Roadmap 1 (TRM1), identified hydrogen as one
of the enablers under Proactive Environmental Management Theme. TNB’s R&D also
suggested that hydrogen is an excellent energy carrier due to it having a longer
discharge duration and larger capacity compared to other energy storage and energy
carrier technologies which is useful for applications in the heavy transportation and
industrial sector.

On related development, according to South Korea Government's Hydrogen Road Map
released in January this year, the Korean hydrogen market is expected to reach 70 trillion won by
2050. Just last week, Tuan Speaker, South Korea announced it will build three hydrogen-powered
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cities by 2022. The plan will see the cities use hydrogen as the fuel for cooling, heating, electricity
and transportation.
Tuan Speaker, despite the advances in hydrogen technology across the world, we can and
must do more. Rather than shirking from the challenge like the Honourable Member for Pending, we
Sarawakians must foster the spirit of building a climate-smart economy of the future in order to
protect our homeland, Sarawak. And we want to have a clean and not polluted Sarawak including
political pollution.
On our transition to a reliable, clean energy system, I approved RM20.3 million for an applied
research grant on hydrogen economy initiative, as proof of our commitment to R&D funding which
calls for a 21st Century Clean Transportation initiative. This would help modernise our urban
infrastructure through new technologies such as fuel cell technology, hydrogen-powered vehicles
and hydrogen powered Autonomous Rapid Transit (ART) which has zero carbon emission.
In this respect, we have allocated a preliminary sum of RM20 million through Sarawak SEDC
to start this initiative.
This development, coupled with those in other cutting-edge technology sectors ranging from
manufacturing to agriculture, will create new jobs, attract new high value added industries around us
which can contribute positively to our labour revenue productivity.
Projek Rakyat Sarawak
Tuan Speaker, sekarang saya nak sentuh sedikit Projek Rakyat Sarawak. Kerajaan Sarawak
perlu mempercepatkan pembangunan kemudahan asas dan projek-projek strategik untuk rakyat
kita.
Kerajaan Negeri di bawah GPS melihat Projek Rakyat Sarawak, terutama projek-projek
pembangunan luar bandar sebagai usaha yang sangat penting dan satu amanah yang perlu kita
tunaikan kepada rakyat. Malangnya, Kerajaan Persekutuan tidak memberi keutamaan kepada
projek-projek ini selepas mereka mengambil alih pemerintahan Negara.
Mereka tidak mengutamakan projek untuk kesejahteraan rakyat. Oleh itu, Kerajaan Sarawak
mengambil pendirian yang tegas (a bold decision) untuk membiayai sepenuhnya projek-projek
tersebut. Contohnya, projek menghubungkan jalan-jalan pesisir pantai kita dengan kos RM5.0 bilion,
projek bekalan air dengan kos RM2.8 billion, projek bekalan elektrik dengan kos RM2.37 billion.
Kerajaan Sarawak telah memperjuangkan hak rakyat supaya mereka tidak ketinggalan dalam
arus pembangunan.
Saya sangat bersukacita kerana impak pelaksanaan Projek Rakyat telah mula dikecapi oleh
rakyat Sarawak. Beberapa kawasan yang dahulunya menghadapi masalah air yang kritikal kini telah
mendapat bekalan air bersih dan terawat.
Beberapa kampung dan rumah panjang juga telah menikmati bekalan elektrik. Kawasan
terpencil juga telah berjaya dihubungkan dengan rangkaian jalan dan jambatan. Inilah cara kita
melaksanakan pembangunan mengikut acuan Sarawak, demi rakyat Sarawak.
Sarawak Civil Service
Tuan Speaker, the Sarawak Government recognised the support and contribution of the
Sarawak Civil Service under the leadership of the Honourable State Secretary in implementing our
policies, delivering development programmes and projects as well as public service to the rakyat.
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I am happy to note that our Sarawak Civil Service has been instrumental in ensuring that
projects are well implemented and executed in a timely manner. It is no accident that Sarawak Civil
Service has been acknowledged as among the best, if not the best in Malaysia.
There are, of course, rooms for improvement in our service delivery, and that the Sarawak Civil
Service will need to rise higher to the ever increasing expectation of the people.
(a)
(b)

(c)

Due to the commitment and hard work of our Civil Servants, the Projek Rakyat are mostly
on track;
There has been tremendous improvement in the implementation of numerous Rural
Transformation Projects (RTPs) through the State Coordination Committee of which
myself and my members of Cabinet are members; and
Many business processes and procedures have been simplified for the benefit of the
rakyat.

Their efforts in embracing quality culture have received numerous accolades and recognitions
at both international and national levels. We have received many benchmarking visits from other
States in Peninsular Malaysia, on the various successful initiatives that the Sarawak Civil Service
has pioneered and introduced.
Conclusion
Tuan Speaker, the 2020 Budget which I have presented is a roadmap to a future that embodies
Sarawakians values and aspirations: future of opportunities for all of our families; a rising standard
of living; and a sustainable, peaceful Sarawak for the future generation.
This future is within our reach. But just as it took the collective efforts of all Sarawakians to rise
and build an even stronger economy, it would also need all of us to work together to meet the
challenges that lie ahead. It will not be easy. But I have never been more optimistic about Sarawak’s
future than I am today.
I know that when we are united in the face of challenges, we will emerge stronger and better
than before. I know that when we work together, there are no limits to what we can achieve. Together,
we will move forward to innovate, to create opportunities, and to make Sarawak stronger than ever
before.
Tuan Speaker, before I conclude, allow me to inform this august House on members of my
family that have been touched either with malice or otherwise by the Honourable Member for
Pending and went viral by DAP in social media.
Tuan Speaker, I have two children; a son and a daughter. Abdillah, my son received education
on technology from Alexander College in Perth, Western Australia and Aviation Institute of Australia,
Jandakot, Perth and a holder of the Australian Pilot Licence.
He started his start-ups Aizo Digital Works at Cyberjaya as developer of multi-layered online
games and animation, and also providing design and programming internship to students of the
Multi-Media University. His passion in Nintendo technology led him to set up Aizo Digital start up.
In February 2016, before I became Deputy Chief Minister and Chief Minister, he was requested
by his lawyer-friend who is the owner of Borneo Sea Offshore to be an Independent Director in his
firm. Abdillah owns no share and has no fiduciary interest in the company. He retired as an
Independent Director in June 2018.
Indeed, it is malicious and vexatious on the part of the Honourable Member for Pending to
creat a negative perception of Abdillah who was not here to defend himself.
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My daughter, before they have touched on my daughter, I want to state my daughter. My
daughter Norjehan, is a holder of Bachelor of e-Commerce (Honours) from Curtin University, Perth,
Australia. She graduated 15 years ago and used to work for Sarawak Energy and she is now working
with a private firm in apps technology.
Tuan Speaker, as a responsible parent, I have given education to my children and let them
pursue their professional careers and it is therefore, regrettable that the Honourable Member for
Pending has resorted to character assassination on me and members of my family to gain political
mileage.
Tuan Speaker, saya ingin menyatakan bahawa sebagai seorang Islam yang taat kepada
ajaran agama kita sedar bahawa apa-apa yang kita ada dalam bentuk harta tidak akan di bawa ke
kubur apabila kita dipanggil oleh Allah SWT. Cuma yang dibawa ialah amalan kita ketika hidup.
Tuan Speaker, rekod saya sebagai Ahli Dewan Undangan Negeri selama 38 tahun sejak tahun
1981, dan Ahli Pentadbiran Negeri dan Kabinet selama 34 tahun sejak 1984 adalah sebagai saksi
kepada integriti yang ada pada saya dan keluarga. Tuan Speaker, I fear no one, but I fear God.
Tuan Speaker, Kerajaan GPS amat prihatin dengan kebajikan pegawai Perkhidmatan Awam
Negeri Sarawak khususnya dalam menghadapi bebanan kewangan akibat kos sara hidup yang
semakin meningkat. Sepertimana saya juga telah menolong nelayan dan petani di seluruh Negeri
Sarawak.
Oleh yang demikian, Kerajaan GPS telah memutuskan untuk memberi Bantuan Khas
Kewangan bersamaan dua bulan gaji pokok atau minimum RM2,000 kepada pegawai Perkhidmatan
Awam Negeri Sarawak, dan dibayar sebelum penghujung tahun ini.
Akhir kata, saya mengambil kesempatan ini untuk mengucapkan terima kasih kepada Tuan
Speaker yang telah mengendalikan persidangan DUN dengan teratur dan cemerlang.
Ucapan terima kasih juga kepada semua petugas Dewan yang telah menjalankan tugas
dengan penuh kesabaran dan cemerlang.
Sebelum mengakhiri ucapan, saya ingin mengucapkan Selamat Menyambut Hari Krismas
2019 dan juga Selamat Menyambut Tahun Baru 2020 kepada semua. Kita GPS akan terus memberi
keutamaan kepada Sarawak iaitu Sarawak First.
I beg to move. Sekian, terima kasih.
Tuan Pengerusi: Ahli-ahli Yang Berhormat, I should now call upon Yang Amat Berhormat Chief
Minister; and Minister for Finance and Economic Planning to move the motion that the Bill be read
for the second time.
Ketua Menteri; Menteri Kewangan dan Perancangan Ekonomi; dan Menteri Pembangunan
Bandar dan Sumber Asli (YAB Datuk Patinggi (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman Zohari Bin Tun
Datuk Abang Haji Openg): Tuan Speaker, I beg to move that the Supply 2020 Bill be read for the
second time.
Tuan Speaker: Ahli-Ahli Yang Berhormat, the question is that the Supply 2020 Bill 2019 be read the
second time. As many as are the opinion say yes.
Government: Yes...(Resounding “Yes”)
Tuan Speaker: As many as are of the contrary opinion say “No”. The yes has it. The Bill is read for
the second time.
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Bill is read a second time
Tuan Speaker: The question is that the following Motion be referred to the Committee of Supply that
this Dewan resolve to approve the Development Estimates 2020 as contained in the command paper
No. 11 of 2019 laid on the table on 4 th November 2019. As many as are the opinion say “Yes”.
Government: Yes...(Resounding “Yes”)
Tuan Speaker: As many as are of the contrary opinion say “No”.
Tuan Speaker: The yes has it. The Motion is carried and shall stand committed to the Committee of
Supply. The house shall now resolve into the community of Supply.
COMMITTEE STAGE
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
[Tuan Pengerusi mempengerusikan Mesyuarat]
Tuan Pengerusi: We shall now consider Command Paper No. 9 of 2019 on the Estimates of
Revenue and Ordinary Expenditure for the year 2020 laid on the table on 4 th November 2019. The
question is that the amount of Expenditure on all Heads, as set forth and the Estimates of Revenue
and Ordinary Expenditures for the year 2020 be approved. As many as are the opinion say “Yes”.
Government: Yes...(Resounding “Yes”)
Tuan Pengerusi: As many as are of the contrary opinion say “No”.
Tuan Pengerusi: As many as are of the contrary opinion say “No”. The “Yes” has it. The Estimates
of Revenue and Ordinary Expenditure for the year 2020 are approved. We shall now consider Supply
(2020) Bill, 2019.
The Schedule
Tuan Pengerusi: The question is that The Schedule be ordered to stand part of the Bill. As many
as are the opinion say “Yes”.
Government: Yes...(Resounding “Yes”)
Tuan Pengerusi: As many as are of the contrary opinion say “No”.
Tuan Pengerusi: The “Yes” has it. The schedule stands part of the Bill.
Clauses 1 And 2
Tuan Speaker: The question is that Clauses 1 and 2 be ordered to stand part of the Bill. As many
as are the opinion say “Yes”.
Government: Yes...(Resounding “Yes”)
Tuan Pengerusi: As many as are of the contrary opinion say “No”. The “Yes” has it. Clauses 1 and
2 stand part of the Bill.
Enacting Clause and Title
Tuan Pengerusi: We shall now consider Command Paper No.11 of 2019 on the Development
Estimates, 2020 laid on the table on 4 th November 2019. The question is that the amount of
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expenditure on all Heads, as set forth and the Estimates of Revenue and Ordinary Expenditures for
the year 2020 be approved. As many as are the opinion say “Yes”.
Government: Yes...(Resounding “Yes”)
Tuan Pengerusi: As many as are of the contrary opinion say “No”.
Tuan Pengerusi: The “Yes” has it. Development estimates 2020 is approved. The House shall now
resume.
HOUSE RESUME
[Tuan Pengerusi mempengerusikan Mesyuarat]
Tuan Speaker: Yang Amat Berhormat Ketua Menteri.
Ketua Menteri; Menteri Kewangan dan Perancangan Ekonomi; dan Menteri Pembangunan
Bandar dan Sumber Asli (YAB Datuk Patinggi (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman Zohari Bin Tun
Datuk Abang Haji Openg): Tuan Speaker, I wish to report that the Supply (2020) Bill, 2019 and the
Motion on the Development Estimates of 2020 has been considered for the Committee of Supply
and agreed to without amendment.
RANG UNDANG-UNDANG KERAJAAN –
BACAAN KALI KETIGA
SUPPLY (2020) BILL, 2019
Ketua Menteri; Menteri Kewangan dan Perancangan Ekonomi; dan Menteri Pembangunan
Bandar dan Sumber Asli (YAB Datuk Patinggi (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman Zohari Bin Tun
Datuk Abang Haji Openg): Tuan Speaker, I beg to move Supply 2020 Bill, 2019 be read the third
time and do passed.
Tuan Speaker: Ahli-Ahli Yang Berhormat, the question is that the Supply 2020 Bill, 2019 be read
the third time and do passed. As many as are the opinion say yes.
Government: Yes...(Resounding “Yes”)
Tuan Pengerusi: As many as are of the contrary opinion say “No”.
Tuan Pengerusi: The yes has it. The Bill is read a third time and passed.
Bill is read a third time and passed
USUL UNTUK MELULUS RESOLUSI ANGGARAN PEMBANGUNAN
BAGI PERBELANJAAN TAHUN 2020
Ketua Menteri; Menteri Kewangan dan Perancangan Ekonomi; dan Menteri Pembangunan
Bandar dan Sumber Asli (YAB Datuk Patinggi (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman Zohari Bin Tun
Datuk Abang Haji Openg): Tuan Speaker, I beg to move that this house resolved to approve the
Development Estimates for the year 2020 as contain in Command Paper No. 11 of 2019 laid on the
table on 4th November 2019.
Tuan Speaker: Another Minister wish to second?
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Timbalan Ketua Menteri; Menteri Kewangan Kedua; dan Menteri Pemodenan Pertanian,
Tanah Adat dan Pembangunan Wilayah (YB Datuk Amar Douglas Unggah Embas): I beg to
second Tuan Speaker.
Tuan Speaker: Ahli-Ahli Yang Berhormat the question before the Dewan is that the Motion in the
name of Yang Amat Berhormat Chief Minister and the Minister for Finance and Economic Planning
be approved. As many as are the opinion say “Yes”.
Government: Yes...(Resounding “Yes”)
Tuan Speaker: As many as are of the contrary opinion say “No”.
Tuan Speaker: The “Yes” has it. The Motion is approved.
Question is put and agreed to
Motion is approved
USUL PENANGGUHAN
Menteri Muda Pelancongan, Kesenian dan Kebudayaan (YB Datuk Sebastian Ting Chiew
Yew): Good afternoon and Salam Ibu Pertiwiku, Tuan Speaker. Thank you very much for giving me
this opportunity and I rise to move a Motion of Adjournment for the Second Meeting of the Fourth
Session of the Eighteen Dewan Undangan Negeri which commenced on the 4 th day of November
2019 and will adjourn today, 13 th November 2019.
Budget 2020
Tuan Speaker, first of all I would like to convey our utmost gratitude and congratulations to The
Right Honourable Chief Minister Yang Amat Berhormat Datuk (Dr) Patinggi Abang Haji Abdul
Rahman Zohari Bin Tun Datuk Abang Haji Openg for the passing of a people-centric rural
development biased and inclusive surplus budget for the year 2020 with the theme Accelerating
Development for The Well-being of All Sarawakians.
The 2020 State Budget of total revenue sources of RM10.067 billion and total proposed
Ordinary Expenditure of RM9.694 billion with a healthy surplus of RM373 million for next year is
indeed something that we should or must be proud of. It is the second year running that we have
double digit revenue and indeed it is a great achievement for our Chief Minister and more so for the
people of Sarawak. Some people in the Federal Government might be envious or even jealous at
our Sarawak’s financial achievement.
Tuan Speaker, Sarawak Government under GPS has always been prudent in spending and
indeed, continues to adhere strictly to good accounting practice in managing Sarawak’s finance,
ensuring that Sarawak will always be listed as one of the best, if not, the best State in Malaysia in
financial management and be issued with a clean Bill of health by the Auditor General for another
year 2020.
For the information of the august House, in comparison as at December 2018, Selangor
reserve is RM 2.1 billion, for Penang as at November 2018, the reserve is RM 1.09 billion and for
Sarawak as at June 2018 we have a reserve of RM 31 billion. Sarawak has 15 times more reserve
than Selangor and 30 times more than Penang. With these figures, not many people would believe
that Sarawak would go bankrupt in three years so long as Sarawak is governed by GPS, our own
local based Parties and not by Malayan Political Parties.
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Tuan Speaker, in any country in the world, the post of the Minister of Finance is a senior post
in the Cabinet. His statements will always be taken seriously and indeed have consequential impact
on the economy of the country. He must therefore be mindful of the choice of words when he speaks.
The statement by the Federal Minister of Finance as reported on 21 st June 2019 that Sarawak
under the GPS government would be bankrupt in three years was certainly uncalled for. He was
being mischievous, to say the least, and indeed that statement could be construed as economic
sabotage towards Sarawak and the people of Sarawak, especially at this time when Sarawak is
aggressively promoting herself overseas for foreign direct investment to help spur the economic
business activities for the benefit of Sarawak people.
Tuan Speaker, Sarawak is blessed with all Sarawakians living in peace and harmony all these
years even before the formation of Malaysia. The people of all races and ethnic groups respect and
totally accept each other. Indeed, we must value and treasure this. It is therefore incumbent on all
Sarawakians to continue to promote, preserve and safeguard these values of mutual respect and
total acceptance of each other. Our Immigration Autonomy is one of the main safeguards for
Sarawak as provided for in the Malaysia Agreement 1963.
This immigration autonomy is very important to Sarawak because it is one of the main reasons
why we are able to maintain peace, harmony and unity in Sarawak. For many years, Sarawak
Government had on occasions used the immigration power to bar religious bigots, extremists and
radicals from entering Sarawak. If they had not been barred, they would have caused disunity and
ill feelings and even hatred amongst the people of Sarawak and would thus cause irreparable harm
or damage to Sarawak as a whole.
Tuan Speaker, the people of Sarawak expect the Government to protect Sarawak and the
interest of Sarawakians at all times. In this respect, Sarawak Government must never give up our
Immigration Autonomy. Indeed, this is non-negotiable. So far, our Sarawak Government had only
used this Immigration Autonomy to bar religious bigots, extremists and those politicians from outside
Sarawak whose comments were considered to be likely not in the best interest of the people of
Sarawak and Sarawak as a whole.
Economic sabotage is equally bad for Sarawak, for it will certainly cause irreparable damage
to our economy and thus adversely affect economic growth of Sarawak and thereby impacting our
standard of living in the long run. The question here is, should these people be barred from entering
Sarawak?
I am of the humble opinion that they should be barred. In this respect, I concur and support the
call by the Honourable Member of Muara Tuang to ban such people with bad intention to destabilize
Sarawak. We must not be nice or kind to these people. They are not welcomed to Sarawak at Tuan
Speaker, the 2020 State Budget is yet another development biased budget with a total sum of
RM9.891 billion of which RM6.597 billion or 67% of the total budget is for Development Expenditure
and the remaining RM3.294 billion or 33% is for Operating Expenditure. In order to boost the
development in rural areas to catch up with the development in urban areas, the budget remains to
be rural focus with a sum of RM4.141 billion or 63% allocation provided for the development in the
rural areas.
Tuan Speaker, let us look at the Federal Budget 2020. It clearly stated that Sabah and Sarawak
would receive RM5.2 billion and RM4.4 billion Development Expenditure respectively out of the total
of RM56 billion Development Budget. Meaning only 17.14% of the total Development Budget goes
to Sabah and Sarawak.This 17.14% is certainly different from what Honourable Member of Kota
Sentosa said in his press statement on 16th October 2019 that Federal had allocated 31.9% to Sabah
and Sarawak. This statement is grossly inaccurate.
Tuan Speaker, Sarawak Government contributes…(Interruption). I am indeed very sad that
my fellow Members of…(Interruption)… the Honourable Members from Kota Sentosa are not with
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me here because I got some more to mention here. But in any case, I will proceed. Now, Sarawak
contributes at least RM200 million worth of oil and gas to Federal coffer every day. They pump and
take away RM200 million per day. What do we get in return? A mere RM4.4 billion Development
Budget from Federal. Cukupkah? Mana ada cukup. Even our own 2020 State Budget sets aside
RM6.597 billion for Development, which is even bigger than what Federal gives us because our
government is proactive and has made concerted efforts to expand its revenue stream through reengineering to keep up with accelerated pace of development.
Tuan Speaker, what about Pakatan Harapan? It is now 18 months since PRU 14. Sila duduk.
Jangan lari, sila duduk. Since PRU 14, we have not heard or seen any major development plan for
Sarawak from the Honourable Members from PH Sarawak. The people of Sarawak are indeed
disappointed. The previous excuse, of they were not in the Government is no longer available to
them. They are the Federal Government of the day and they receive so much money from Sarawak
every day. I hope the Honourable Members of Pakatan Harapan Sarawak will be serious and are
not afraid to ask their bosses to allocate sufficient development fund for the people of Sarawak.
Tuan Speaker, I still remember during the Parliamentary debate on the 9 th April 2019 which
I attended, our Prime Minister's son who is also the Menteri Besar Kedah mentioned that Kedah has
no oil, no gas, no natural resources and therefore commented Sarawak should share her oil and gas
resources with Kedah and other states. The question here is; why should we continue to share with
them after 45 years? Sarawak oil and gas belong to Sarawak and all Sarawakians.
Sarawak has already contributed some RM660 billion to the national coffer over the years in
oil and gas revenue, excluding LNG's profit of RM40 billion annually. This cannot go on any more.
We have contributed enough; Sarawak has done its part in the federation. Without Sarawak, Kuala
Lumpur is not what it is today. This is the cold truth.
It is therefore now, timely for our Sarawak Government to focus on taking the oil revenues
from both Federal and Petronas.
Tuan Speaker: Honourable Member for Piasau, you can conclude. You can conclude.
Menteri Muda Pelancongan, Kesenian dan Kebudayaan (YB Datuk Sebastian Ting Chiew
Yew): …(Continues)… and thereafter give them back to the Sarawak people, with initiative such as
the implementation of 5% State Sales Tax on petroleum products and Petros’s active participation
in the upstream activities in the oil and gas industry in the very near future. The oil and gas is gift
from God to Sarawak people, not to Malaya people. Priority is for our Sarawak people. Kalau orang
Sarawak sendiri tidak cukup, mana boleh kasih orang Malaya?
Tuan Speaker I wish to highlight a few policies in the 2020 State Budget as announced by the
Right Honourable Chief Minister which I believe will bring about positive impact to our people in
reducing financial burden and improving their living standard.
Tuan Speaker: You can conclude Honourable Member.
Menteri Muda Pelancongan, Kesenian dan Kebudayaan (YB Datuk Sebastian Ting Chiew
Yew): Okay.
Tuan Speaker: Order, order.
PH's Unfulfilled Election Manifesto and Actions
Menteri Muda Pelancongan, Kesenian dan Kebudayaan (YB Datuk Sebastian Ting Chiew
Yew): Tuan Speaker, many Honourable Members of this august House had spoken on Pakatan
Harapan’s unfulfilled promises. But I feel that it is important and I need to reiteratelah. Because if we
look at November 9th 2017, our Hansard, this is what was said by the Honourable Member of Kota
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Sentosa. He said “Instead, Tuan Speaker we have here a Manifesto of Pakatan Harapan, that it is
agreed, so long as we become the Federal Government, 50% of all tax revenue collected from
Sarawak will go to the State. Will go to State’s coffer, you don’t have to beg. 50% of all taxes collected
from Sarawak will go to State’s coffer and 20% Oil and Gas royalty will go to State’s coffer…”
…(Interruption). This is what were said…(Interruption)…
One more Tuan Speaker, I would like to suggest to the august House here that maybe it is
time for us to consider an enactment of a Referendum Ordinance. It is for Sarawak State Legislative
to consider and provide a Bill for debate. This will likely provide another line of defence to stop the
encroachment of Federal Government into our State's rights. Let the people of this generation decide
and play a part in decision making on matters of importance, including defending Sarawak. I am
positive that the majority of Sarawak people will give their fullest support in this challenging journey.
If I may, I now wish to borrow and share a famous and meaningful quotation from a former
President of America, Abraham Lincoln and I quote "Government of the people, by the people and
for the people". This is indeed a gentle reminder to us that the ultimate rulers of our democracy are
our people of Sarawak.
Conclusion
Before I end, I would like to congratulate and thank Datuk Amar Tuan Speaker, Deputy
Speaker and your team for doing an excellent job of ensuring the smooth running of the proceedings
throughout this DUN session.
I would also like to thank Yang Berhormat Datuk Amar State Secretary of Sarawak and all
officers from the various Ministries, State and Federal Departments as well as Government Agencies
for their dedication and hard work in assisting the Ministers and Assistant Ministers in preparing for
this DUN sitting.
I also wish to congratulate all the State Civil Servants for the two months’ bonus or minimum
RM2,000 bonuses as announced by our The Right Honourable Chief Minister just now. Our civil
servant, you have served well. Thank you and we hope we will do that again next year to serve the
people with dedication, care and patient.
Allow me to take this opportunity to wish everyone, a blessed Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year 2020 and for those who are celebrating Chinese New Year in January 2020, "Xin Nian
Kuai Le, Gong Xi Fa Cai".
Lastly, let us remind ourselves. True Sarawakians must always think of Sarawak First and
together with the people of Sarawak, we must Jaga Sarawak Baik-Baik. With that Tuan Speaker, I
beg to move. Thank you.
Tuan Speaker: Ahli-ahli Yang Berhormat, dengan ucapan dan usul penangguhan itu tadi maka kita
telah sampai ke penghujung Mesyuarat Kedua Penggal Keempat Persidangan Dewan Undangan
Negeri Ke-18. Alhamdullilah persidangan yang berlangsung selama lapan hari ini telah berjalan
dengan lancar dan teratur atas kerjasama dan keprihatinan Ahli-ahli Yang Berhormat dalam
menjagakan ketinggian dan kemuliaan Dewan Yang Mulia ini. Ahli-ahli Yang Berhormat telah
menunjukkan komitmen untuk membuat yang terbaik kepada rakyat dan Negeri ini. Saya berdoa
agar Ahli-ahli Yang Berhormat kembali ke kawasan masing-masing dengan selamat dan terus
berkhidmat kepada rakyat.
Bagi Dewan yang mulia ini, saya ingin mengucapkan berbanyak-banyak terima kasih kepada
Yang Berhormat Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri, Yang Arif Peguam Besar Negeri, Yang Berbahagia
Setiausaha Kewangan Negeri, Yang Berbahagia Setiausaha Persekutuan dan Yang Berbahagia
Timbalan-Timbalan Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri, semua Setiausaha Tetap Kementerian, Ketua
Jabatan dan Agensi Kerajaan, para pegawai, para petugas khas, wakil media masa dan semua
pihak yang telah bertungkus lumus dalam menjayakan persidangan ini. Saya juga mengucapkan
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Selamat Hari Krismas kepada penganut agama Kristian, Selamat Tahun Baru 2020 kepada semua
dan Gong Xi Fa Cai kepada semua yang akan meraikan perayaan Tahun Baru Cina 2020. Saya
akhiri persidangan kita pada kali ini dengan menyampaikan empat rangkap pantun.
Mesyuarat Kedua Penggal Keempat,
Pesidangan DUN melakar sejarah,
Bajet dibentang sungguh mampat,
Harapan rakyat bersinar cerah.
Sarawak bertuah Negeri terbilang,
Di seluruh dunia mencipta nama,
YAB bentang bajet cemerlang,
Kepentingan rakyat agenda utama.
Hidup Muhibbah perlu diamalkan,
Berbagai kaum hubungan dieratkan,
Enam undang-undang telah diluluskan,
Kedudukan Sarawak terus diperkukuhkan.
Budaya Sarawak berwarna-warni,
Keharmonian dipamer adalah asli,
Persidangan bajet berakhir disini,
Pembukaan penggal bertaut kembali.
With that the house is adjourned. Sine die.
(Mesyuarat ditangguhkan pada jam 5:00 petang)
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